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Tony is just the first of 

many horses that will benefit 
from this new equipment – thank 
you for making it possible for us 
to procure it.

W
hen we found Tony, 
this sick and starving 
horse was lying 

helpless on the ground, unable to 
summon the energy to stand up. 
If it were not for our Inspectors, 
he would just have lain there 
until he died.

Apart from being severely 
malnourished, the horse was 
suffering from colic, and needed 

to be walked to ease the pain. 
This would have been impossible 
without the new hoist and sling. 
Tony spent 24 hours in the sling, 
which kept him on his feet while 
he underwent treatment. After 
that he was able to stand on his 
own, and ease his hunger with a 
steady supply of oat hay, lucerne 
and teff. 

Thanks for helping Tony 
get back on his feet
Within weeks of being installed in our critical 
care stable, the new hoist and sling you helped 
fund was already being put to good use. 

Too weak to get up on his own, Tony 

was lifted to an upright position and 

supported in the new sling until he 

was able to stand on his own.

Furry re victim restored to health
Eight lives left – Bakkies the cat is the latest burn victim to be 

nursed back to health at our Animal Hospital.

Burn wounds take a long 
time to heal; they have to be 
cleaned, debrided and dressed 
daily, with the animal under 
sedation. Bakkies also needed 
pain medication, antibacterial 
ointment, antibiotics and anti-

inflammatories. But, after nearly 
three weeks in our hospital, his 
paws healed beautifully and he 
was reunited with his thankful 
owner.

B
akkies’ distraught owner 
lost everything when 
her house burned down 

recently. But she was determined 
to save her precious cat, whose 
paws were badly burned in the 
fire. She brought him to our 
SPCA and begged us to help 
him. 

On average, we treat three 
to five burn cases a month at a 
cost of between R2 000 to 
R3 000. Often owners cannot 
contribute much, if anything, 
towards these costs. But we treat 
the animals anyway – we cannot 
just turn our back on a suffering 
animal. And we put our faith in 
our generous supporters to help 
fund this lifesaving treatment.

This ‘Puss in Boots’ looks thoroughly 

happy. After several weeks of intensive 

care, the burns on his paws healed 

beautifully.
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Message from the CEO
What does it take to 
‘speak for animals’?

As you probably know, I 
spent 10 years as an SPCA 
Inspector before assuming the role 
of CEO of the CoGH SPCA. There 
was never anything else I wanted 
to do. From early childhood, I had 
an abiding love for animals; I 
could never understand people 
who ill-treat them.

Although the job comes with 
its share of heartbreak, it also 
offers moments of incredible 
fulfillment. If you have a passion 
for all animals – and a strong 
desire to protect and care for them 
– this could be the career for you.

All races, ages, and both men 
and women can train as SPCA 

Requirements

Inspectors through the National 
Council of SPCAs. You must be 
18 years or older and physically 
fit, have passed Grade 12 with 
mathematics, be in possession of 
a valid driver’s license and have 
no criminal record – since 
enforcing the law, in terms of the 
Animals Protection Act, is the 
basis of the work.
Training
      To start with, you’ll serve a 
six month probation period at any 
SPCA in the country. This gives 
you the opportunity to see if you 
are suited to this type of work. 
Thereafter, you must write and 
pass an entrance exam, attend a 
two week training course at the 
NSPCA in Johannesburg, 
followed by an exam, and pass a 

For more information, please 
email training@nspca.co.za

It takes 
time, skill 
and 
knowledge 
to become 
an Inspector, 
but the 
rigorous 
training 
ensures that 
we maintain 
the highest standards and a 
professional approach to animal 
welfare, and provide the best 
possible service to the animals 
that depend on us to ‘speak’ for 
them.

field 
assignment.

Never give up hope
267 days of hoping – that’s how long Ned waited at our 

SPCA before he found his happy ever after home. 

What a joyful day it was when Ned’s patience 
finally paid off and he was welcomed into a 
wonderful home where he is loved and thoroughly 
spoilt! As an ‘only’ pet, Ned has well and truly 
landed with his cute little bum in the butter. This 
lucky boy now enjoys walks on the beach and 
wears a unique, tailor-made nose cap to protect his 
little pink nose from the sun. Thank you to Ned’s 
new family for choosing our special older boy to 
share your life.

Except no one seemed to want him. Day after 
day (267 to be exact!) this delightful dog waited to 
be adopted. Meantime he crept into the hearts of 
everyone at our SPCA – from our volunteers and 
staff to the many concerned people who kept 

checking on him and sharing his adoption posts.

N
ed came to us as a stray in poor condition. 
Our vets had concerns about the 
pigmentation on his nose, but a specialised 

biopsy confirmed there was no cancer present. He 
just needed daily sunscreen to protect his nose and 
he was good to go!

Going home at last! Ned’s tailor-made nose cap. Happy family.

Our rehabilitated burn victim, Hero, has also found the most 
wonderful home, after spending 204 days with us recovering 

from severe wounds. We are so happy for you, our special hero!

Before After

CoGH SPCA Newsletter July 2019 12298 Vers 5

Wednesday, 19 June 2019 8:32:55 AM



Kids who care
As an animal lover, you’ll nd it heartwarming to meet our future 

generation of compassionate and caring young supporters. 

James Le Feuvre 
decided that instead of 
birthday gifts this year, 
he would ask for 
donations to the SPCA. 
He raised R600 for the 
animals in our care. 
Happy Birthday James, 
and ‘thank you’ – you 
are a most generous 
young man!

Eight-year-old Zachary 
van Schalkwyk is our 
youngest fundraiser so 
far this year. This 
Square Hill Primary 
School learner asked 
his friends and family 
to contribute R1, R2 
and R5 coins to help 
him build a Money 
Snake.  

Daniel van Schalkwyk 
is another young 
supporter who worked 
hard to complete his 
Money Snake. A big 
‘thank you’ to this 
Westcott Primary 
School learner. We are 
so proud of Zachary 
and Daniel  for caring 
about our wildlife. 

Shaun stopped at the 
CoGH SPCA stall at 
the Root 44 Market 
recently. It was 
Shaun’s birthday and 
he chose to donate to 
help our animals. 
What an inspiration 
you are, Shaun! 
Thanks to you and 
your family.

Thanks for standing with us

I
t was a bit like 
Christmas in July – 
handing out sets of 

new catch-poles, nets, 
ropes, cages, torches, 
bolt-cutters, gloves and 
reflective wear to 

members of our 
Inspectorate Team. Thank 
you so much to everyone 
who contributed towards 
the cost of these essential 
items – ensuring that our 
Inspectors can continue to 

effectively capture, 
restrain and transport 
animals safely back to our 
SPCA. 

Your support is 
deeply appreciated and 
makes a huge difference!

SPCA Inspectors appreciate the support you give them in the eld 
– through your contributions towards equipment and fuel.

This is what ‘forever’ means

A
lmost two decades of love 
and companionship. That’s 
what the Sparks family got 

when they adopted Tosca, and his 
little companion Biscuit, from our 
SPCA. 

“When we first saw Tosca, he 
had lost most of his beautiful white 
coat as a result of the stress of being 
confined in a kennel,” said Nicky 
Sparks. “We decided to give the two 
dogs a forever home together. They 
were happy little dogs and shared so 

much love with us. 
“Tosca outlived Biscuit, and it 

was such a sad day when we had to 
say goodbye to him in October. He 
was 19 and a half years old! He was 
an intelligent, special dog and we all 
miss him so much.”

It’s sad to lose a beloved pet – 
but so heartwarming to meet people 
who understand that when you give a 
dog or cat a home, it’s for life. A big 
shout out to all those who provide 
forever homes for their animals.
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Diary Dates

Saturday 14 September 2019: 

Sanlam Cape Town Peace Trail Run. 

contact Natasha Johannes at 

Lace on those takkies and take to the trails 

to help animals. Join Team SPCA for the 

12km or 22km route up Signal Hill and 

Lion’s Head. For more information, 

awareness@spca-ct.co.za

November 2019 (date to be 

conrmed): Bag a Bargain Book Sale. 

Please keep an eye on our website and 

social media for the date of our ever 

popular book sale, to be held at Timour 

Hall Villa, Plumstead. 

We give them (back their) wings!

Recently our wildlife team treated an unusual 
patient – a kestrel covered in thick black grease, 

which prevented it from ying. 

K
estrels are small 
birds of prey, which 
depend on flight to 

hunt for food and escape other 
predators. If they can’t fly, 
they will die. So when 
Tygerberg nature reserve 
guides brought the bird to us, 
we knew we had to try and 
save it – even though the 
stress of being handled by 
humans and kept in captivity 
could prove too much for it.

Under general 
anaesthetic, the kestrel’s 
feathers were cleaned with a 
toothbrush. Sessions had to be 
kept short to minimise the 
risk, with the bird being given 
fluid therapy to reduce shock 
and 24 hours rest in between. 

But all the time and care 
was worth it! The kestrel 
recovered fully and was 

released back into the reserve. 
Watching it fly away was the 
best reward our team could 
ask for.

Gas was used to sedate the 
kestrel so that the oiled feathers 
could be washed.

Aviaries get an upgrade
Every year, our Wildlife Unit admits over a 

thousand sick and injured birds. Thanks to a 
generous donation by the Schmidt Family, the bird 
enclosures recently underwent a transformation.

The wild bird enclosures 
have been renamed the Schmidt 
Aviaries in memory of Gerrit 
Gysbert Karel Schmidt II who 
passed away last year at the age 
of 91. His family chose to 
honour his life by funding the 
upgrade, as their grandfather 
was passionate about animals, 
particularly birds. We are 
extremely grateful to the family 
for this very special gift.

N
ew one-way glass and 
frosted Perspex 
dividers have been 

installed in the wild bird 
enclosure. Recovering birds 
now have less exposure to 
humans and other birds, which 
greatly reduces stress and the 
chances of them becoming 

habituated. The aviary walls 
and ceilings have been painted 
a warmer colour, and the floor 
has been resurfaced with an 
easy to clean sealant.

Breaking news! 

The second suspect in the fatal 

stabbing of Benji the dog has been 

arrested – thanks to the relentless efforts 

of SPCA Inspector Siviwe Noko. Sihle 

Mbabo and Mibongo Siyokwane of 

Khayelitsha will now be tried in court for 

this heinous crime, and we are pushing 

for the harshest possible penalty. 

A smiling 
Inspector 
Siviwe outside 
the Khayelitsha 
Magistrate’s 
Court.
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