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MISSION
To prevent cruelty 

& promote the welfare 
of all animals

Number of 
animals inspected

39 174
Court cases 
in progress 27

Cruelty investigations
6 933

Animals treated at 
our mobile clinics

20 884

Animals treated at 
our on-site clinics

14 998

Animals admitted to 
hospital for treatment

9 196
Animals sterilised

6 505

School visits
129

Children 
educated13 404

Animals adopted

945

Lost animals re-united 
with their owners

470

Social media 
following

46 698
Fundraising efficiency 
0.16c to raise

R1

Free publicity (ave)

R20 397 235

VISION
To end animal cruelty in 
South Africa & engender 

compassion for all 
animals
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OF OUR WORK

IN 2019



 
The entrance to the 

oldest and largest SPCA 
in South Africa –  
the Cape of Good 

Hope SPCA
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Chairman’s Report

IT GIVES ME GREAT PLEASURE TO PRESENT

THE CHAIRMAN’S REPORT FOR THE 18/19 YEAR

OF ASSESSMENT. 

Another year has flown by and we are, once again, reflecting on 
what was accomplished last year.

Our statistics show that 36 755 animals were admitted to our SPCA 
in Grassy park; 39 174 animals were handled by our inspectors out in 
the field and 45 078 animals were treated at our hospital and mobile 
clinics. This brings home to us the extent of the work done carried 
out by the SPCA Staff. We owe them a great deal of gratitude for 
braving the coal face every day, ready to speak for those who do not 
have a voice. Unfortunately, the statistics are also a reflection of how 
humanity has let down the animals in the large area we service. BUT 
animal welfare begins with humans, so to those who support our 
organisation, be it financially or as volunteers, a heartfelt thank you, 
you are the true heroes of our story. Without you we would not be!

A special thank you also goes to BIG Concerts for funding our 
work generally, to the Hans Hoheisen Charitable Trust for 
funding our Wildlife Inspectors, to Welttierschutzgesellschaft e.v 
for committing to funding the Compassion in Farming Project 
until 2020, to the Schmidt Family who funded the upgrade of 
our aviaries in the Wildlife Department in memory of  Gerrit 
Gysbert Karel Schmidt II and finally to the LPM du Toit Trust for 
the funding of a Critical Care Horse Stable.

A group of volunteers that I would like to single out for the 
work and dedication that they bring to the cause are my fellow 
directors. It is a true pleasure to work with every single one of 
them who each bring their own unique expertise to the table. 

 c Left to Right: Mr Gerhard Pretorius, Ms Rishda Sirkot,  
Ms Colette Mang, Mr Barend Kellerman, Mr Julian Naidoo

Absent: Dr Ayoub Banderker, Mr Veit Schuhen, Mr Irfaan Dalvie

This expertise compliments all our decision making and ensures 
that we always act in the best interests of the Cape of Good Hope 
SPCA. Our monthly board meetings hum with enthusiasm for 
tackling new and innovative projects, discussions on cost saving 
measures and fundraising, developing strategy and generally 
advising the CEO in any way possible.

This brings me to our CEO Moyo Ndukwana. As chair, I have the 
privilege of working very closely with the CEO and I find him to be 
completely driven by the organisation’s mission and vision. Moyo 
is more concerned with what he can give to others than anything 
he may get, a rare trait. It is a joy to work with someone with such 
integrity and such a high degree of motivation and energy. His 
ability to attract and inspire others, including the board members 
and staff bodes well for the future of our organisation.

In closing, I would like put out into the universe a personal 
dream I have: To establish a dedicated dog fighting unit in the 
Western Cape to tackle this ever growing heinous practice that 
is thriving in our province. This is a practice that must end, both 
for the sake of our animals, our communities and our future.  
I hope you will walk alongside us again in 2019/20, we do need 
you with us, every step of the way. 

COLETTE MANG4
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Chief Executive Officer’s Report

Over the past 147 years we have diligently carried out our mission 
to prevent cruelty to animals. This is done through education, law 
enforcement, veterinary care services (both on site and via our four 
mobile clinics that serve impoverished communities), an Animal 
Care Centre, Horse Care and Farmyard Unit and Wildlife Facility. At 
the core of our vision is to engender compassion for all animals. 
The moral erosion of compassion in our society is the catalyst 
for untold suffering and cruelty that is borne by our dearly loved 
animals. It is for this reason that the Cape of Good Hope SPCA 
believes that animal cruelty must stop. No animal should suffer.

Witnessing animals arriving at our SPCA with broken spirits and 
then seeing their trust in humanity sufficiently restored so that 
they can be placed in loving homes, ultimately gives credence 
to our existence. Knowing that we make a difference by righting 
some of the wrongs inflicted on defenceless animals is what 
inspires me and drives me to action. 

The past year has been characterised by growth in all frontiers of 
the organisation: 

 ` We increased the Inspectorate staff complement so that we 
could reach more animals in need. A total of 33 dockets were 
opened during this past year, ensuring that justice is served on 
behalf of defenceless animals.

 ` Our first act of kindness begins with the animals in our care 
and so we also increased the resident staff complement on our 
premises to augment the challenge of caring for the increased 
numbers of admissions. 

 ` We increased our mobile clinic service from four days a 
week to six days. This has provided much needed help to the 
animals in impoverished communities. We exist to serve these 
communities and their animals. 

Mqabuko Moyo Ndukwana 

 ` The equine communities of Atlantis and Mamre have 
benefitted from the clinics that have been hosted by the Horse 
Care Unit throughout the year.

 ` Our Compassion in Farming programme, in partnership 
with German based non-profit, Welttierschutzgesellschaft 
e.V. (WTG), is already having a positive impact on the health 
and welfare of livestock raised by small scale farmers in the 
Blue Downs area. Over 160 farmers have benefitted from our 
lectures that are facilitated by specialist Veterinarians. 

I am always grateful for the amazing work done for the animals 
by our staff and volunteers. Their dedication to the welfare and 
wellbeing of animals is highly commendable. Seeing them work 
every day reassures me that the kind world we hope to create 
is within our reach. I thank all our donors and supporters who 
are striving with us to achieve this. Thank you for your donations, 
for lobbying with us at the Courts, for gracing our various 
fundraising events, adopting an animal from us or volunteering 
of your time. Your partnership enables us to reach and change 
animal lives and change people’s perceptions of animals so that 
they too can recognize and cherish them as sentient beings. It’s 
hard to imagine that some people think that animals don’t feel 
the cold, like we do. Or for that matter, that they can’t love, miss 
someone or suffer like we can. You and I both know that this is 
very far from the truth. 

MQABUKO MOYO NDUKWANA
5
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 ` We continue to invest in technology, 
including expanding our use of social 
media; our website and enhancing our 
support, volunteer and adoption platforms.

 ` Recognising the importance of donor support to our 
organisation, and to grow new and enhance our existing 
donor relationships to support programs that benefit animals. 
One of these long term relationships is our Bequest/Legacy 
income donors. 

Our financial diligence is unchanged, we continue to work to 
a balanced operating budget in order to control our finances 
while working to expand our programs in accordance with our 
strategic plan and for the benefit of the animals.

In this regard, the 2019 budget anticipates an improvement in 
financial performance versus 2018.  

I have the greatest confidence that these goals will be achieved 
by our dedicated and competent team at the Cape of Good 
Hope SPCA.

The Cape of Good Hope SPCA is extremely grateful to all the 
generous supporters who help us fulfil our mission. As always, we 
continue to be dependent on the support and generosity of our 
donors and I would like to thank you for being a devoted partner 
in our combined energy and passion to make a difference in the 
lives of all animals.

VEIT SCHUHEN

Treasurer’s Report
Veit Schuhen 

Once again we have seen significant advances in animal welfare 
in the area we service. Thanks to your ongoing commitment and 
support, the Cape of Good Hope SPCA has continued to be an 
organisation leading this positive change.

The year 2018/19 has been a demanding year for the Society, 
and we have not achieved all our goals to the standards we were 
hoping for.  

 ` Investment income totalled R1, 074k in 2019 and was ZAR82k 
higher than in the prior period. Despite the financial markets 
volatility we were able to achieve small positive returns on our 
conservative investment portfolio.

 ` Donations and fundraising continues to be our largest revenue 
source. We are totally dependent on the generosity of our 
donors. The revenues amounted to R12, 9k. Bequest income 
raised a further R5, 787K and this increased by R1, 019K, when 
compared to 2018.

 ` Pound, adoption and hospital fees have increased from R7, 
637k to R8, 364k. We are also seeing continued growth in 
social enterprise initiatives.

 ` Continued cost pressure with regards to inflation on staff 
salaries, medical equipment, hospital and consumables as well 
as electricity, fuel and vehicles makes it challenging to achieve 
a break even situation in operations. To add to these difficulties, 
our donors’ disposal incomes continue to be challenged by our 
current economy and more animals need our help each year.

 ` Much emphasis was placed on staff growth and systems to 
enable us to care for the ongoing increase in animals.

 ` The hospital project that was initiated last year made good 
progress but it remains ongoing and will continue until it 
reaches a financial break even, as a unit on its own. 

6



FUNDRAISING & COMMUNICATION

79.3%
 of our funding is 
from individuals

R15 264 721

21%
Corporate, Trust 
and Foundations

R3 948 251,42

1%
of funding is 
generated by Events

R222 010,60 
included in individual totals

46 698
Social media 

following

R20 397 295

6 Sanlam 
Marathon Runners 

set a Guinness World 
Record and raise 
R100 000.00 for 

animals

Value of  
free publicity  
(AVE)
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The past year saw us once again relying heavily on the support of our individual 
donors who generously contributed a massive 79.3% (R15 264 721) of our total 
income (R18 723 147) and we couldn’t be more thankful! This unrestricted funding 
which directly benefits our work with animals allows us to act quickly during times of 
crisis. We value and appreciate every contribution to our work because a donation is 
so much more to us than just rands and cents. Individual donations mean we have the 
peace of mind to focus our energies where they are needed most – on the animals. 
Posthumously, we extend our sincerest gratitude to all our Animal Guardians who 
remembered animals in their wills. These visionary individuals, whose memories we 
honour at the coal face each day, cumulatively contributed R5 787 148 towards our 
work. To all our donors who swiped their My School Cards, donated on-line, responded 
to a letter in the mail, put coins in tins, attended events, hosted small events on our 
behalf, ran or cycled for Team SPCA or bought books and other merchandise from us, 
know that your contributions totalling R9 477 573 have made a very real difference 
to the lives of animals in distress. 

We value our relationships with our corporate, trust and foundation partners whose 
contributions totalled R3 458 426 this year. We thank you for recognising the fact 
that an investment in the fight against animal cruelty is an investment in community 
health and wellbeing too. 

We salute every individual who took the time to like, share or engage with us on a 
social media post. Your support has helped us to extend our stories and messages far 
beyond our borders and to grow our following to an impressive 46 698 individuals. 
We equally value our relationships with the media who we can always rely on to help 
us highlight specific cases or bring awareness on general animal welfare issues to 
the public at large. Thank you for publishing our articles, proactively calling on us for 
comment and affording us R20 397 295 in free publicity.

 h Two runners take on the Comrades Marathon to keep 
our mobile clinics on the road

Together
we make a difference

Cyclists getting  
ready to cycle their 

hearts out for  
the SPCA

8



Enhancing 
our own capacity 

We are proud to be an NGO that generates part of our 
own income through commercial activity. Our income 
generating activities include, 2 Vet Shops (one on our 
Grassy Park premises and one in Plumstead) that stock a 
range of veterinary approved foods and a wide assortment 
of pet care products and a Charity Shop in Grassy Park that 
sells donated second hand goods to the public. This last 
year, these 3 retail stores netted a combined income of 
R882 996. In the new financial year, we hope to grow Vet 
Shop income by ensuring that we offer an affordable and 
on trend product catalogue and by ensuring the continued 
development of Vet Shop staff in order to exceed 
customer expectations. We also hope to improve 
our Charity Shop return by establishing a 
storage and sorting facility, implementing 
a computerised inventory system and 
optimising our use of volunteers.

We generate a 
portion of our own 

income via 2 Vet Shops 
and a Charity Shop

9



The source of our funds 

Adoptions & Strays Hospital Mobiles Wildlife

Inspectorate Farmyard Education Fundraising

10%

15%

3%
1%

14%

1%

2%

3%

3%

1%

25%
9%

12%

INCOME 
2019
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Trusts Maintenance Administration Investments

Horsecare Unit Charity Shops Vetshops Bequests

The utilisation of our funds

EXPENSES 
2019

2%

2%

10%

1%

15%

14%
10%

25%

4%

13%

2%

1%
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Analysis of income and expenditure

2019 2018
R’000 R’000

INCOME
Adoptions 4 721 4 439 
Hospital 3 642 3 197 
Mobiles 1 240 832 
Wildlife 419 198 
Inspectorate 322 328 
Farmyard 34 85 
Education 145 145 
Comms & Resource Dev 9 478 9 009 
Maintenance 0 0
Trusts 3 458 3 537 
Investments 1 075 2 442 
Horse care unit 457 290
Charity shops 613 497
Vetshops 5 454 5 279 
Administration 1 104 165
SUB TOTAL 32 162 30 444

Bequests 5 787 4 768 
37 949 35 212

EXPENSES
Adoptions 4 736 3 999
Hospital 9 044 8 390
Mobile clinics 1 426 992 
Wildlife 699 878
Inspectorate 4 687 3 685 
Farmyard 0 21 
Education 712 589 
Comms & Resource Dev 5 982 5 651 
Maintenance 137 155 
Horse care unit 1 070 727 
Charity shops 372 282 
Vetshops 4 811 4 573 
Administration 5 427 4 987 

39 103 34 930

NET PROFIT/(LOSS) -1 154 282 

The amounts below are included in our income above
The Hans Hoheisen Charitable Trust 312 294 
NSPCA Karstel 2 –

Analysis of net assets for the year ending 31 March 2018

2019 2018
R’000 R’000

Fixed Assets 39 880 40 754 
Investments 94 725 88 713 

Total Fixed Assets 134 605 129 467 

Accounts Receivable 2 185 2 012 
Inventory 962 552 
Cash in bank and in hand 691 4 882 

Total Current Assets 3 838 7 446 

Creditors 3 916 5 244 

Net Current Assets -78 2 202 

Total assets 134 527 131 669 

Analysis of funds

Retained income 64 008 65 162 
Revaluation reserve 70 519 66 506 

Accumulated funds 134 527 131 669 

The amounts below are included in our income above
City of Cape Town (Mass Sterilization Fund) – 642 
The Hans Hoheisen Charitable Trust – 79

Financial Statements

12
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Auditor’s Report
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Our Inspectorate team of 19 very dedicated individuals (who work 24 hours a day,  
7 days a week) reached 26 880 animals in distress during the last year. 6 490 cruelty 
inspections resulted in 33 court cases being opened over the past year. The cases 
brought forward for prosecution included severe and intentional animal abuse, 
including but not limited to the heinous and despicable crimes of bestiality and 
dog fighting.

It is heart breaking work, especially when there is no possible chance of rehabilitation 
for a victim of cruelty, leaving us with only the hope that justice will prevail. This was the 
case for Benji, a much loved companion whose brutalised remains were exhumed by 
Inspector Siviwe Noko after he had been very violently and publically stabbed to death 
by two individuals. One man was arrested after being identified from a video of the 
attack which was widely circulated on social media but it was only after an exhaustive 
search spanning 11 months that the second suspect was finally apprehended.  

We investigated 
6 490 cases of 

animal cruelty this 
year alone. 

Establishing zero tolerance
for animal cruelty

Pepe as we found her

At the SPCA

Safe in the arms of a SPCA Inspector

Adopted  
at last!

14
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Inspector  
Siviwe Noko on the 

steps of the Khayelitsha 
Magistrate’s Court where 

he fights for justice  
for Benji!

INSPECTORATE 

Number of 
animals inspected26 880

Cruelty 
investigations6 490

Court cases 
opened33

Court cases 
won2

Warnings 
issued1 954

Proactive 
inspections674

After no less than 7 visits to court, 
the pursuit of many fruitless leads and 
many sleepless nights, the arrest of the second 
accused will finally see Benji’s voice being heard in a 
court of law. Our hearts are gladdened by the fact that 
the pursuit of justice for Benji saw a nation united as 
hundreds of individuals put pen to paper and called 
on the Department of Justice for the harshest possible 
penalty to be imposed on Benji’s killers. While we wait 
for the trial to get underway, with this public support, 
we hope for an outcome that will serve as a deterrent 
to future offenders. 

15
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Sadly this was only one of the 6 490 cruelty cases investigated last year. 
Of the 33 cases put forward for prosecution in respect of contraventions 
of the Animals Protection Act No 71 of 1962, 27 are still pending,  
2 were declared nolle prosecue and 2 were withdrawn by the court.  
2 prosecutions were concluded; one involving the starving of animals 
resulted in a fine of R6 000 per accused and another saw an individual 
sentenced to 100 hours of community service for the beating of a dog. 

Dog fighting sees dogs being forced to fight one another until one 
dog gives up, collapses or dies. Of the surviving dogs, many are left 
with untreated wounds and those with severe injuries are simply left 
for dead. There are many different levels of dog fighting and for this 
reason it encompasses all areas, all races, all genders, all age groups 
and all income classes. It occurs everywhere and is inherently linked to 
other criminal activity, possibly resulting in a great reluctance on the 
part of witnesses to report the crime. In spite of this we are actively 
pursuing 7 dog fighting related criminal cases in various courts within 
our area of operation. Many dog fighting activities take place within 
clear view of children, either as incidental or active spectators. There 
is no doubt that exposing children to this horrific, violent act will see 
them desensitised to violence and contribute greatly to societal moral 
decay. For this reason, we see our efforts against the rising scourge 
of dog fighting as an investment in both the welfare of animals and 
communities as a whole. 

We wish to thank every single supporter who contributed towards 
the work of the Inspectorate Department this year. Without you, we 
would not have reached the 26 880 animals that needed us. Without 
you we would not have the privilege of giving a voice to the voiceless 
and without you, perpetrators of animal cruelty would go unchecked.

Animal Cruelty Must Stop. No Animal Should Suffer. We believe this and 
we fight for this every day. We will never give up and we will never back 
down until the war is won. 

 c We are committed to responding to every distress call and 
will never turn any animal away

 c Our Control Room handles approximately 350 incoming calls every day 
and ensures prompt response throughout our 14 000 km2 area 
of operation

602 Routine 
Inspections  

were carried out 
this year 

16
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SAVING ONE DOG WILL NOT CHANGE

THE WORLD, BUT SURELY FOR THAT ONE DOG,

THE WORLD WILL CHANGE FOREVER. 

– Karen Davison.

17



As a welfare hospital, we don’t have expensive orthopaedic 
equipment for complex fracture repairs and we can’t offer 
services like hydrotherapy, but this doesn’t stop us from doing 
whatever it takes to help an animal in pain. Gracie was one such 
case – she had been run over on a busy road and left for dead. In 
fact, she had laid on the side of the road for days before someone 
finally stopped to help her. This wonderful act of compassion 
was unfortunately met with violence when Jonno, our Good 
Samaritan, was pistol-whipped and robbed of all his belongings. 
In spite of his ordeal, Jonno still made sure that he got Gracie, as 
she was later called, to the SPCA for help. We were heartbroken 
when we realised that Gracie had multiple fractures to her hind 
legs and that the location of the fractures meant that specialised 
plating would be her only chance of survival. We refused to just 
give up on her and called on the help of a private veterinarian 
who thankfully agreed to do Gracie’s surgery free of charge. It 
took three weeks of hospitalisation at our SPCA, careful attention, 
frequent veterinary check-ups, medicines – and a whole lot of 
love – to help Gracie heal after her surgery. And happily, Jonno 
and his fiancé, Kayleigh gave Gracie the forever home she so 
deserved and gave us the best possible outcome we could 
ever have hoped for. We see so much suffering every day and 
to be able to give this little dog a second chance at life was an 
absolute gift to us. Gracie was only one of 14 998 animals that 
came through our doors last year and only one of the 9  196 
animals that required admission to our hospital. Every single 
animal that came through our doors was shown the same level 
of compassion and care. Every life is precious to us. 

Helping people and pets

Sterilisation 
is an important 

part of our work in the 
fight against animal 

cruelty

HOSPITAL

Animals treated at 
our mobile clinics20 884

Animals treated in 
our on-site clinics14 998

Animals admitted to 
hospital for treatment9 196
Animals sterilised 
excluding mass animal sterilisation projects6 505
Wallacedene Mass Animal 
Sterilisation Project1 500

18
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20 884 animals were seen by our mobile clinic operators in 24 
impoverished communities throughout the past year. Primary 
veterinary care, sterilisation and education are the only 3 tools 
that we have at our disposal to proactively prevent cruelty to 
animals and our mobile clinics are vital to achieving this by 
taking these services directly to the communities that need 
them the most. Humane pet population control assists to reduce 
the number of unwanted pets and the cruelty that results. Our 
hospital and mobile clinics play a pivotal role in this everyday as 
well as during mass animal sterilisation projects by educating pet 
owners and actively advocating for sterilisation. This past year 
saw 6 505 sterilisations taking place as part of our normal day to 
day operations and an additional 1 500 sterilisations taking place 
as a result of a City of Cape Town funded, targeted mass animal 
sterilisation project in the Wallacedene area in collaboration with 
other welfare stakeholders. 

We thank each and every individual for their gracious donations 
made towards veterinary expenses and care. Healing the sick 
and injured often requires teamwork and we consider you all an 
integral part of our team. Thank you for the privilege of being 
able to heal animals, relieve their pain and witness recoveries 
that often amaze us.

We have a small on-site
laboratory to assist with the

quick diagnosis of disease

Helping people and pets

Gracie & 
Jonno

We take our primary veterinary services directly
to the communities that need it the most

Our Animal Hospital
operates at an expense in

excess of R9M annually

19
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In many cultures 
across the world tortoises 

are believed to be symbolic of 
longevity and for this reason are 
kept for good luck, to keep evil 
spirits at bay and to enhance 

virility to name but a few 
scenarios.

WILDLIFE

Total animals seen

4 157

Total amount of animals admitted 
to short term care facility

1 453

Cruelty 
investigations240

Warnings 
issued 118

Proactive 
inspections81

Investing in the 
wellbeing of wildlife 

We are deeply saddened by the sight of wild animals in captivity 
who are isolated from their natural habitat and fellow species, 
but this is a sad reality that our Wildlife Inspectors face on a 
regular basis. This year, the Wildlife Department undertook 240 
inspections and 81 proactive inspections at facilities including 
pet shops, circuses and other facilities where wildlife are kept 
for the purposes of human entertainment. 4 157 animals were 
inspected and a total of 1 453 animals were admitted to our 
Short Term Care Facility during the year.

Wild animals belong in the wild. This is the ethos of the Wildlife 
Department who serve to return wild animals back to where 
they have every right to be – their natural habitats. We had an 
exciting year with all manner of scaled, slippery, feathered and 
furry creatures in need of short term rehabilitation before their 
ultimate return to the wild.

One such guest, Sergei, a Hungarian Stork was found isolated 
and weak on the Morningstar Airfield and was admitted to our 
facility for veterinary assessment. As a ringed bird, with the help 
of his finder and the Hungarian Bird Ringing Centre, we were 
able to establish that Sergei had originated from Pákozd, Fejér 
in Hungary. We were also able to establish that these storks had 
never been recorded this far South before. Sergei’s records with 
the Bird Ringing Centre in his homeland were updated and once 
we had the go ahead from our veterinarians, we were able to 
release Sergei into a nature reserve where his flock had been seen. 

20
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We were in for another surprise in late September, when we 
found ourselves face to face with another rather unusual visitor. 
Sylvester Stallone (aka Rocky), a Rock Monitor, had accidentally 
hitched a ride on a truck and found himself on a journey from 
Kwa-Zulu Natal all the way to the Western Cape. Our Wildlife 
Department responded to his situation and brought him back 
to our facility, where Sylvester, who was dehydrated, weak and 
accustomed to a more tropical climate, failed to thrive. Rock 
Monitors are not indigenous to Cape Town and Sylvester’s only 
chance at freedom and of finding some friends of his own kind 
was to return him to his native habitat in KZN. We quickly got in 
touch with friends at CROW (Centre for Rehabilitation of Wildlife) 
in KZN who kindly agreed to assist with his care and release and 
Bid Air Cargo who agreed to fly Sylvester back home. 

We are grateful for the support of each and every individual who 
shares our passion for wildlife and we can’t thank you enough for 
enabling us to do our life saving work. We extend our thanks to 
the Hans Hoheisan Charitable Trust who contributed generously 
towards the running costs of this department, the Schmidt family 
for honouring their loved one by refurbishing 7 aviaries, Bid Air 
Cargo (CTIA) who we know we can always count on to help us 
repatriate errant wild animals and Meryl Cochrane of Witzenberg 
Rehab who continually assists us with the rehabilitation of 
various wild animals due for release back into the wild.

 c Sergei, a Hungarian Stork species  
never seen in Cape Town before

 c Our team of only 3 staff, serve all our wildlife throughout our 14 000 km2 
area of operation

A tortoise 
rescued from a 

life on a chain being 
admitted to our 

facility.
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Standing up  
for farm animals

Farm animals 
often face the worst 

fates imaginable but 
we are here to protect 

them too!

FARM ANIMAL UNIT

Total number of 
animals inspected7 435

Cruelty 
investigations

99
Proactive 
inspections

35

Warnings issued
129

Adoptions
25

Admissions
254

Owned Animals 
Treated

49

Hilda was found hiding between some rocks on a Camp’s Bay 
beach. She had a dagger deeply embedded in her back. The 
dagger had red fabric wrapped around the handle with what 
appeared to be human hair knotted into it, suggesting that Hilda 
had escaped a macabre attempt at a ritual sacrifice. She was not 
surprisingly, extremely skittish following her ordeal and to see 
a naturally curious animal so afraid was extremely distressing 
for our Farm Animal Team. Hilda’s physical wounds healed fairly 
quickly thanks to the skill of our veterinary team and we were 
delighted when Greyton Farm Animal Sanctuary offered Hilda a 
place to call home. We knew this was exactly what she needed – 
a place with wide open spaces, with friends of her own and of a 
different kind where she would learn to feel safe again. 

254 animals, including ducks, chickens, pigs, cattle, sheep, goats, 
geese, and even an ostrich found safe sanctuary at our Farmyard 
this past year. It is extremely upsetting to us when farm animals 
are merely seen as a source of food or income and for that reason 
suffer the worst fates imaginable. For this reason, a dedicated 
Inspector, passionate about the welfare of farm animals, joined 
our team this year. With focused, proactive inspections taking 
place at abattoirs, informal farming settlements and facilities 
where farm animals are kept for entertainment purposes, we are 
pleased to be seeing concerted efforts to meet welfare standards 
in all these areas. 
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WE ARE GRATEFUL TO ALL WHO SHARE OUR PASSION

AND ALL WHO CONTRIBUTE SO GENEROUSLY

TOWARDS IMPROVING THE LIVES OF FARM ANIMALS. 

IT’S THANKS TO YOU THAT WE ARE ABLE TO MAKE

THE WORLD A KINDER PLACE FOR THESE ANIMALS.

Our Farmyard 
is a safe haven for 
hundreds of farm 

animals every year

 c Hilda, curious and loving life at Greyton  
Farm Animal Sanctuary

 c Hilda on arrival at the SPCA with the dagger 
embedded in her back 23
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Helping & healing horses

When we responded to a call about a group of children beating a horse and 
pelting him with rocks and bottles, we couldn’t have imagined the horror we 
were about to come across. A 6 month old colt was found in an absolute state 
of exhaustion and in need of immediate veterinary care. A closer inspection 
of him revealed that he was not only malnourished and severely emaciated 
but that he was also covered extensively in whip marks, had a broken rib and 
numerous other scrapes and bruises. It was very clear that Barrister, as we 
named him, had only ever known cruelty in his short life. He flinched every 
time we raised a hand to stroke him but he slowly learned that human hands 
did not only deliver cruel blows, they delivered kindness too! It was a privilege 
to be able to teach Barrister this lesson in love and a joy to be able to feed him, 
stable him, treat his wounds and find him the perfect home where he will 
never know a beating ever again. With the inclusion of Barrister, 51 equines 
of similar circumstance were rehomed into wonderful families this past year 
and we can’t thank these families enough. Our heartfelt thanks also go to all 
our donors who make it possible for us to heal the broken bodies and restore 
the proud spirits of these magnificent horses – even if it takes us months! 

Our Horse Care Unit saw 110 admissions this past year, with 67 of these 
being owned animals in need of treatment. Our work in the Mamre and 
Atlantis areas continued with great strides being made towards improved 
welfare standards for equines in this area in particular, via the provision of 
primary veterinary services and equine care education. With some severe 
cases of neglect coming to the fore, the need for a critical care stable 
equipped with a harness, hoist, theatre, kick pads and an enlarged recovery 
area became apparent. With thanks to the LPM du Toit Trust, we were able 
to realise this dream and renovate an existing building for this purpose. 
In the year ahead, we hope to fully equip this critical care stable with an 
operating table, anaesthetic machine and surgical implements in order to 
improve our service to the horses in need throughout our area of operation. 

HORSE CARE UNIT

Total number of 
animals inspected702

Cruelty 
investigations

104
Proactive 
inspections

14

Warnings issued
37

Adoptions
51

Admissions
110

Owned Animals 
Treated

67

Many equines are 
working animals and our 
contribution to their care 
helps keep food on their 

families’ tables
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 c Barrister shortly after admission and the red 
pipe used to beat him with

 c Barrister in his new home

OUR HEARTFELT THANKS ALSO GO TO ALL OUR

DONORS WHO MAKE IT POSSIBLE FOR US TO HEAL

THE BROKEN BODIES AND RESTORE THE PROUD

SPIRITS OF THESE MAGNIFICENT HORSES

It costs the 
SPCA R10 000.00 

to rescue just one horse. 
This past year saw 110 

admissions to our 
Horse Care Unit 
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Finding forever homes

Our cats enjoy beautifully sunny rooms 
with indoor and outdoor areas and ledges

to satisfy their natural desire to perch

ANIMAL CARE CENTRE

Adoptions

869

Lost pets re-united 
with their owners

470

Our fenced 
off areas allow 

plenty of room for 
kennelled dogs to 

run and play

Our well-equipped grooming parlour and
our incredible volunteer groomers ensure
that our dogs always look their best

26



NOTHING MADE US HAPPIER THAN

SEEING CEDRIC, PEPE & VIOLA GOING

FROM THIS

TO 
THIS

When three small and helpless dogs were admitted to our Animal Care Centre after 
spending most of their lives living in a box, we really had our work cut out for us. They 
were malnourished, neglected and un-socialised. We honestly wondered if we would 
ever be able to restore their broken spirits, if they would ever look up at us with bright, 
shining eyes and if we would ever see their tails wag with joy. It really is amazing what 
love can do and these three, who we named Cedric, Pepe and Viola soon blossomed 
under our care with each developing their own unique character. It took months of 
feeding them intermittently throughout the day to build up their little bodies, and 
even longer to restore their faith in humanity, but what a wonderful reward it was 
to eventually see those tails wag like never before! And yes, we also got to see those 
eyes fill with that wonderful light that showed their sheer joy of being alive. Pepe was 
adopted first and now shares her life with her new best friend Basil who she joins on 
regular camping trips. Viola now shares a home with a feisty friend named Mickey and 
Cedric was recently adopted by a wonderful man who was seeking a companion to 
take the loneliness out of his retirement years. We now know that “happy tears” are 
possible and we can’t thank our supporters enough. It’s your enabling contributions 
that allowed us to work towards this outcome and 869 others like it over the past year. 

There is no questioning the dedication of our Adoptions Team who work around the 
clock to ensure the comfort and wellbeing of all our animals awaiting adoption, while 
simultaneously ensuring that our animals are rehomed for life via our unique match-
making process. We are always striving for the best levels of care in order to ensure 
that all our animals are well-adjusted and ready to fit into families perfectly. We were 
fortunate enough to have Nicole Nel, a qualified COAPE trainer join our Team last year. 
Nicole spends a great deal of time with our adoption candidates who sometimes 
have wounds that can’t be treated with medicine alone. She also offers support to our 
adoption families to ensure that the addition of a newly acquired pet is a wonderful 
experience for the whole family. 

With so many animals in need of daily grooming, walking, basic obedience training and, 
most importantly, loving human interaction we cannot thank our incredible volunteers 
enough for their selfless gifts of time and energy. We also thank our volunteers who 
assist us with photographing all our beautiful adoption candidates, all those that assist 
in their networking and marketing as well as the special individuals who promote our 
work and our animals up for adoption at various markets around Cape Town.
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Section Head lv1
Section Head lv2

For some children, 
the only lesson in 

compassion for animals 
that they will ever learn will 

come from the SPCA’s 
Education Team 

EDUCATION

Total children educated 

13 404
Number of 
school visits 131

Number of 
sterilisations 735

Farms 
Improved 20

When pupils from the Bel Porto School for children with 
intellectual and physical impairments came for a tour of 
our SPCA, teachers were surprised to hear a young girl who 
normally didn’t speak at all say the word “dog “ while cuddling 
one on our premises. We weren’t surprised though, because 
we’ve seen first-hand the value that animals add to the lives 
of children. Their effect can be more than therapeutic and 
teaching children compassion for animals benefits both 
children and animals alike. 

It’s a well-documented fact that animal cruelty in children is 
an identifying factor related to future violence. Our Ani-pals 
Programme is an early intervention programme aimed at 
engendering a love of animals in the hearts and minds of our 
children, who may otherwise be on a pathological course likely 
to culminate in an act of violence. Our interactive puppet show, 
which is supported with curriculum aligned workbooks and a 
mobile clinic service to further reinforce learning, teaches children 
from all communities to have compassion for animals. Many of 
the communities we work in have extremely high violence related 
statistics and while our programme teaches children how to care 
for their pets it also helps them to discover how wonderfully 
therapeutic pet ownership can be. The opportunity to contribute 
to the formation of young minds in a way that not only benefits 
animals but also contributes to the formation of upstanding 
individuals is one for which we are extremely grateful. We extend 

Winning hearts & minds
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 c We’ve dispelled the myth that pigs like mud! 

 c Our Compassion in Farming project is seeing great improvements in the shelters 
informal farmers provide for their animals

Teaching a child to 
love an animal ultimately 
engenders compassion for  

life in general and contributes 
positively to the moral  

fibre of society

our grateful thanks to every donor who contributed towards our 
work, your support over this past year enabled our investment in 
13 404 children and no doubt contributed greatly to growth in 
society’s social capital. 

Our Compassion in Farming Project continued in Blue Downs 
this past year and resulted in a marked improvement in the 
welfare of the animals in this informal farming community. Our 
thanks go to our funders Welttierschutzgesellschaft e.v (WTG) 
who partnered with us once again as we took on a hands on 
approach, with a dedicated Education Officer to oversee the 
practical application of classroom teachings in the farmers’ own 
environments. The programme has been met with a touching 
enthusiasm by a group of 20 farmers, who equipped with 
knowledge and skills are now truly committed to the programme 
and the welfare of the animals they farm. 

We remain forever encouraged by the power of education – it is 
one of the few tools available to us in the proactive fight against 
animal cruelty.

EDUCATION IS THE MOST POWERFUL WEAPON

WITH WHICH YOU CAN CHANGE THE WORLD 

– Nelson Mandela
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(Incorporated Association Not for Gain)
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Public Benefit Organisation Number 
930004317

CONTACT INFORMATION
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Grassy Park, Cape Town

0217004140
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United Against Animal Cruelty

Bequests
Austerfield, Astrid Lorna

Barton-Hill, Harold

Bester, Elizabeth Johanna Henrietta

Cheerin, Rene Felicity

Clarke, Joan Stewart

Coetzee, Heather Mary

Davidson, Sally 

Day, John Alan

du Plessis, Hendrika Petronella 
Francina

Els, Jennifer Ann

Fine, Hilda Ella

Hilton, Dorothy May

James, Ruth

Johnston, Mary

Karstel, Dorothy Pauline

Lazzarich, Johanna Louise Elvira Nora

Mackenzie, Gillian Christine Byrant

Mason, Merrilyn

Mewes, Elise Marie

Reeve, Hermine Louw

Ruthel, Denise Agnes

van de Merwe, Mercia Marie

van der Spuy, Josephine Claire

van Hove, Arthur Eugene Toussaint

Weber, Barbara Marianne Getrud

Bequests & Trusts provide a much needed source of income for major projects as well as financial security 

for the future of our society. We wish to acknowledge in particular the gifts received from the following 

Bequest Donors, Trusts and Foundations.

Trusts
A W E Larpent Charitable Trust

Annamie Herbst Trust

Bob Langham-Carter Trust

C A Jones Will Trust

C A Mabin Trust

C S Boulton Trust

David Graaff Foundation

Debschein Trust

Douglas Jooste Trust

Dr Sunshine Charitable Trust

E R Tonnesen Will Trust

E V M Dyer Will Trust

Ethel Angel Trust

F G Pay Trust

G M Pilcher Will Trust

Good Faith Foundation

Grand Africa Foundation

H S Forrest Charitable Trust

H Wisdom Trust

Hans Hoheisen Charitable Trust

Harry Crossley Foundation

Hendrina Joyce Trust Fund

I D Du Plessis Testamentary Trust

I R Burrows Charitable Trust

J B Findlay Will Trust

J Emerson Foundation

J W Findlay Will Trust

Jack Silson Trust

Jane Yeats Trust

JE De Villiers van der Merwe Will Trust

Joan Walton Charitable Trust

Leisure Charitable Trust

Lily Ashton Charitable Trust

Lou Orr Trust

Lynette Croudace Fund

M C Davis Trust

Margaret Joyce Stern Charitable Trust

Marjorie Cook Will Trust

Mary Louise Flarry Trust

Mauerberger Foundation

Minrath Charitable Trust

Montague Gross Will Trust

Pamela Barlow Charitable Trust

Patricia Sheila Policansky 
Testamentary Trust

Pearly Trust

Personal Trust Foundation 

Rolf Stephan Nussbaum Foundation

Sheila Dakin Charitable Trust

Sheila Dakin Will Trust

Stavro Tsatsos Trust

Strong Trust

V W G Stone Will Trust

Vera Glegg Charity Trust

W and J Weise Charitable Trust

Welttierschutzgesellschaft e.V

Willmott Trust

Yates Charitable Trust
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HOW YOU CAN HELP 

Report any act of cruelty  
towards animals to us as soon  

as you become aware of it

Adopt an animal from us

Follow us on social media and  
help create awareness for us

Donate your unwanted goods

Donate pet food or products

Become a regular volunteer

Swipe your MySchool MyVillage 
MyPlanet card at participating 

outlets and make the Cape of Good 
Hope SPCA your beneficiary

Put your spare change into  
one of our collection tins

Join TEAM SPCA and cycle  
or run for the love of animals

Join our Tails Up Club

Make a once off or regular cash 
contribution towards our operating 

costs via debit order or EFT

Sponsor a fundraising event

Attend an event

Leave a gift to us in your will

Shop at our Vet and Charity Shops

For further details on  
how you can help,  
please call 0217004141 or  
e-mail frreception@spca-ct.co.za

WE WOULD LOVE TO  
HEAR FROM YOU!

To report an animal in distress or  
get advice on animal welfare issues,  
call 0217004158/9 during office hours  
or 0833261604 after hours
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