
FOOTPRINTS 2020

20
20FOOTPRINTS

Animal Cruelty Must Stop. No Animal Should Suffer.
Footprints Magazine  /  December 2020

POWERBREEDS 
& THE PETER  
PARKER PRINCIPLE

PAWFEET LOVE

YOU CAN’T 
LOCKDOWN LOVE

SAVING SEALS

NICOLE NOSE BEST

With great power comes 
great responsibility!

The event that helped 
save life and limb

Safe refuge for the animals 
of the homeless

We are working harder 
than ever before

What to do and how to help

Animal behaviour myths debunked

KIDDIES HOLIDAY PULLOUT INSIDE

OUR COVID-19 
RESPONSE AND 
THE IMPACT  
ON ANIMALS



FOOTPRINTS 20202

MAKE EVERY SWIPE COUNT

SWIPE OR GET YOUR FREE MYSCHOOL CARD 
TO RAISE FUNDS FOR SPCA TO RESCUE & 
REHABILITATE OUR PRECIOUS ANIMALS AND 
IT WON’T COST YOU A CENT.
Download the MySchool App or visit www.myschool.co.za

EVERY TIME

GIVE SOMETHING BACK

YOU SHOP

LETTER

EDITOR
FROM THE

Bless our dogs for their faithful and forgiving hearts;

Bless our cats for their serene and soothing companionship;

Bless the horses that carry us with strength and grace;

Bless the little creatures, God –

The hamsters, budgies and goldfish that teach our  

children to treat all living animals with kindness.

Hear our prayer, God.

For all animals that are overworked, underfed and  

cruelly treated;

For any that are hunted, or lost, or deserted, or frightened;

For all those that must be put to death.

And for those who deal with them – We ask a heart of 

compassion, gentle hands and soft words.

ANIMAL BLESSING – 
(with acknowledgment to Albert Schweitzer)

FOLLOW US ON

It’s been a terrible year for everyone - there’s no 
doubt about that, but for us it’s also been a year 
filled with moments of magic that have kept us 
inspired and motivated and committed to the 
prevention of cruelty to animals.  The moments 
have come serendipitously, just when we needed 
them the most. They came from you because you 
remained beside us, steadfast in your support 
when we all stared into the abyss of uncertainty 
and they came from the animals, who comforted 
us, needed us more than ever and gave us hope 
with their resilience. 

In this edition of Footprints, we share some of 
these moments with you and hope they leave 
you as inspired as we are.  Read about Ice and 
how he melted our Chief Inspector’s heart (page 
13), a horse called Hope and the hope she gave 
us (page 30), how a cat called Pirate pilfered our 
hearts (page 31) and a dog called Gabriel who 
had a host of angels – including you (page 15). 
There’s also a beautiful story about a very special 
bond between an orphaned lamb and his SPCA 
carer, Hamilton Kapanda. 
 
You’ll get to meet Zama Mabena, the creator of 
happy tales and happy tails (page 16) and we 
share with you some wonderful donor support 
that touched our hearts on page 29. On page 
28, you can read about how your response to 
one event helped us save life and limb and how 
our Team SPCA athletes have continued their 
support in spite of mass public participation 
events being cancelled (page 34). 
We tackle the difficult topic of why Pitbulls need 
responsible owners (Page 8) and our on-site 
behaviourist debunks some common animal 
behavioural myths on page (33).
It’s been a tough year and so we hope this 
edition of Footprints lifts your hearts and helps 
get you into the spirit of the season.  We wish you 
and yours a wonderful Christmas and a blessed 
and prosperous 2021.

With much love,

Belinda
Belinda Abraham

@SPCACape @SPCACape facebook.com/CapeofGoodHopeSPCA
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SHOP WITH US – 
YOU’LL SAVE  
MORE THAN LIVES

There are all sorts of reasons to get excited 
about second-hand shopping at our Grassy 
Park charity store, Beau’s Boutique!

Top of the list, of course, is money – whether 
it’s clothes or crockery, there are always good 
quality bargains to be found. The second reason 
is simply because of the way second-hand items 
look. Old books are great for collages and you 
could end up with a range of ridiculously kitsch, 
funny things in all their multi-coloured glass glory 
that you would never find anywhere else. 

Then there’s the thrill of the hunt, the chance of 
a wonderful discovery within the unpredictability 
of bric-a-brac shelves, where the enticing and 
the sometimes downright bizarre sit side-by-side. 
Your shopping excursion quickly becomes a 
treasure hunt and what could be more fun than 
that! But the most important reason for buying  
second-hand goods is sustainability. 

You’ll be using and recycling 
things that have already had a 
previous life. It makes sense to 
purchase pre-loved, functional 
essentials rather than wasting 
your hard-earned money on 
brand-new items. And with our 
charity shop, you get the added 
bonus of knowing that your 
money is going directly towards  
the care of our animals on site.

Schedule your treasure hunt 
now, you never know what you 
may find!

Contact the Charity Shop 
on 021 700 4171 or email 
charityshop@spca-ct.co.za for 
more information or to arrange 
collection of any goods you 
would like to donate!

If you have some time on your hands, we 
could put it to good use! If you would like 
to give something back, make a difference 
in the lives of animals, develop new skills 
or build on your existing experience and 
knowledge in a way that is both challenging 
and rewarding then volunteering is for you!

There are many ways for animal lovers to get 
involved at the SPCA. You can give of your 
time in:

Kennels: socialising and exercising dogs, 
cleaning cages and bathing/grooming dogs.

Cattery: cleaning litter trays, changing 
blankets and grooming cats and kittens.

The Horse Care Unit: Mucking out stables 
and paddocks and grooming horses 
although some experience working with 
horses is a prerequisite to volunteering in 
this unit.

Events: We welcome assistance at 
fundraising events such as at our signature 
doggie walk-a-thons Wiggle Waggle and 
Woefie Wandel and at our book sales. We 
also need help with sorting and pricing of 
books for book sales and with the counting 
of change from our tin collection programme.

Fundraising: Creative contributions from 
volunteers that relate to fundraising strategy, 
marketing strategy or graphic design are 
always needed and very much appreciated.

Maintenance: If you have green fingers 
and a love of plants, you could assist with the 
maintenance and upkeep of our gardens.

Our Board of Directors are also 
volunteers and we welcome applications 
from anyone interested in serving the 
SPCA and our animals in this capacity.

Volunteering is needed now more than 
ever - many non-profits are struggling 
to serve their vulnerable populations as 
the demand for their services increases 
and donor capacity to give decreases. 
This is true for us as well. We truly 
value the commitment of time from our 
volunteers who contribute in so many 
ways. There can be no greater gift 
than to give of oneself and one’s time. 
Our volunteers are an integral part of 
not only maintaining high standards of 
animal care but also helping to carry 
the massive responsibility of caring and 
providing for between 300-500 animals 
on-site at any given time. Your efforts 
would be invaluable in supporting staff 
to prevent burn out and help us save 
costs too.

HAVE  
FUN  
WHILE 
DOING 
SOMETHING 
GOOD!

If you would like to find out more about volunteering, 
please email events@spca-ct.co.za or call 021 700 4144

• Dog & Cat dry and wet food
• Blankets, towels and bedding
• Newspapers
• Dog chew toys and hooves
• Leashes and collars

WISHLIST
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discarded outside of these villages 
and the ancestors of dogs as we 
know them were able to take 
advantage of this ready food supply 
and began scavenging on these 
scraps (1). According to natural 
selection, those individuals that 
were the fittest for that environment 
– in this case, those that were able 
to tolerate human proximity better 
(shorter flight distance and a higher 
threshold for fight/flight response 
to the smell or sound of humans) – 
were most successful and survived 
to pass on their genes to the next 
generation. Over many generations, 
this process of variation, selection 
and further variation led to tamer 
and tamer individuals that finally 
entered into human settlements to 
take advantage of the food found 
there. These early “dogs” were 
tolerated because they cleaned 
up waste, kept certain pests and 
predators away and, as awful as 
it might sound to us, could be 
turned into an easily accessible 
meat supply in lean times. “Dogs” 
that were safe for humans to be 
around were successful in human 
communities, while those that 
displayed dangerous levels of 
aggression were swiftly removed 
from the gene pool. This resulted 
in the emergence of an animal 
that was slow to display defensive 
aggression towards people and 
whose predatory inclinations were 
in no way a threat to us.

Then, enter human behavioural 
modification (through selective 
breeding and culling) and the dog’s 
original predatory motor pattern of 
ORIENT  → EYE  → STALK → CHASE 
→ GRAB BITE → SHAKE BITE/
KILL BITE → DISSECT → EAT was 
changed into patterns that made 
dogs more useful to us. Selective 
elements of the original predatory 
sequence were retained in some 
instances and exaggerated in 
others so that dogs could be used 
for specific tasks. The Border 
Collie is probably one of the best 
examples of this: To be good 
herders Border Collies have been 
selected to have exaggerated EYE 
→ STALK → CHASE behaviours, but 
the rest of the predatory sequence 
has been selected out of the breed.

In serving our own interests, we 
also selectively bred animals 
through the same process of 

selection and culling, to help us 
hunt (kill other animals) and fight 
each other for our entertainment. 
We did this by retaining or 
enhancing the SHAKE BITE/ KILL 
BITE and sometimes DISSECT parts 
of the predatory sequence. This 
was the origin of fighting dogs, 
dogs we know as Pitbulls today. 
The term “Pitbull” refers to mixed 
breed dogs with certain physical 
traits, such as a muscular body and 
broad head and applies in much 
the same way as “hound” applies 
to Greyhound or Afghan Hound, so 
contrary to popular belief, Pitbull is 
a dog type and not a specific breed.

While many years of domestication 
have passed, ongoing reports of 
pitbull attacks on other animals, 
children and adults, have resulted 
in our Pitbulls earning themselves 
a rather bad reputation. As we’ve 
already established, every breed 
of dog was developed to perform 
a specific job, whether that job was 
hunting rabbits, retrieving birds, 
herding cattle or being a good 
companion. We bred Pitbulls for 
a purpose too and if there is any 
vilification to assign, it should be 
assigned to the hand holding the 
leash.

With statistics in Cape Town 
reflecting an increase in attacks 
by dogs identified in the data as 
Pitbulls and with countries world-
wide instituting breed-specific 
legislation, we have every reason 
to worry for our pitbull companions. 
Victims and witnesses of dog 
attacks often say things like “He 
was the family dog, he had never 
shown any aggression before” 
and “I did nothing to provoke 
an attack” and with the media 
favouring the reporting of attacks 
by Pitbulls over any other breed, 
our Pitbulls currently have a really 
big PR problem. It’s time that 
pitbull owners realise the amount 
of responsibility that comes with 
pitbull ownership and it’s time that 
they recognise that tragic events 
result from their failings and not the 
failings of their animals.

When considering the nature 
versus nurture argument it is very 
apparent that neither argument 
can be applied exclusively. 
Pitbull ownership requires an 
understanding and acceptance 

of their genetic makeup and an 
investment in their environment 
to maintain equilibrium and avert 
disasters.

Each dog is born with certain 
genetic predispositions to 
behavioural traits, something a 
pet owner has little control over. 
What we do have control over, but 
fail to take responsibility for, is the 
modification of a pet’s environment 
(via training or management) to 
prevent, reduce, increase, or 
eliminate behaviours.

With that being said, international 
correlation studies (2) have identified 
a very worrying connection 
between criminal offenders and the 
choice to own high-risk dog breeds 
who are considered “vicious”. The 
study also reveals that these same 
people have a higher likelihood 
of being irresponsible or cruel pet 
owners and herein lies the problem. 
Pitbulls require a great deal of 
nurturing to compensate for the 
hand that nature (we) dealt them 
and yet they have become the dog 
of choice for a criminal element 
who have an increased likelihood of 
irresponsible pet ownership. It’s no 
wonder we are essentially sitting on 
a ticking time bomb.

All dogs bite, but an attack by a 
pitbull is likely to have devastating 
consequences because of their 
robust jaw strength, high tolerance 
to pain and tenacity – the very 
qualities we found desirable in our 
quest for a dog that would serve 
our intended purpose.
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In motivating for this argument, we 
need to start right at the beginning 
and understand how dogs came to 
be our companions:

Since man gave up a nomadic 
lifestyle and settled into permanent 
villages, waste products were 

POWERBREEDS AND 
THE PETER PARKER 
PRINCIPLE

“With great 
power 
comes great 
responsibility.”

The well-quoted proverb “With 
great power comes great 
responsibility”, also known as 
the Peter Parker principle, was 
popularised by Spider-Man comics 
many years ago. It would be safe to 
say that the formulation applies to 
all those in positions of power; law 
enforcement officials, politicians 
and the media to name just a few 
because of the devastating effects 
irresponsible behaviour within 
these roles can have on the lives 
of ordinary citizens. This same duty 
of responsibility must be extended 
to the owners of power breeds 
because their actions or lack thereof 
can have devastating effects on the 
lives of the others too.

In November of this year, the 
unthinkable happened. A 3-year-
old, deaf, mute boy tragically died in 
the jaws of man’s best friend. It’s a 
tragedy, amplified a thousand times 
over by the fact that it could have 
been avoided. It’s equally tragic that 
incidents such as these result in the 
vilification of Pitbulls, whose neglect 
and suffering we witness daily. In 
trying to navigate the minefield of 
possible scenarios that resulted in 
the horrific and unacceptable death 
of a child, we can only reach one 
conclusion – we as the dominant 
species on earth, have failed the 
animals that we domesticated and 
by whatever process - natural or 
otherwise -“engineered” to serve 
our needs.

SPCA Inspectors find pitbulls living in the worst conditions imaginable
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Here’s how we should be taking 
responsibility for our actions to both 
minimise the potential for tragedy 
and maximise the humane treatment 
of a dog that has been unfairly 
vilified:

1. Genetics aren’t everything, 
which explains why as many as 
50% of guide dogs don’t make 
the grade but power breed 
owners need to accept that their 
dog is powerful and historically 
has a genetic predisposition 
to arouse physiologically very 
quickly to extreme levels and 
has a propensity for animal 
aggression. When Pitbulls 
fight they are engaged in 
their predatory behavioural 
sequence, which is a non-
aversive state of mind. They 
are engaged in what they were 
bred to do. For this reason, 
owners must take responsibility 
for their animal to live safely 
in society. Triggers for this 
aggression may not be clear 
and may manifest unexpectedly, 
regardless of how docile and 
loving they are towards you. 
Accept that nature and nurture 
cannot be viewed in isolation 
and that you only have control 
over one of these aspects – 
nurture. With this in mind,

1.1. Power breed owners 
must subscribe to puppy 
socialisation classes with 
reputable dog trainers 
who use only positive 
reinforcement training 
methods.

1.2. Basic obedience training 
is a must to ensure that a 
dog becomes a socially 
acceptable pet. A dog that 
obeys recall and “take it”, 
“leave it” commands will 
be less likely to cause 
harm to other pets or 
people.

1.3. Pet owners must spend 
quality time with their 
dogs. Daily, our Inspectors 
see dogs living on chains 
or confined to a small area 
of a property. These dogs 
isolated from the family 
and visitors, lose coping 
skills, trust and tolerance 
towards people.  

Children running past 
fenced-off dogs “tease” 
them to the point of them 
being a tragedy waiting 
to escape. Barriers cause 
chronic frustration; dogs 
locked up in a courtyard, 
living on a chain or 
confined to small space, 
will express one of their 
instinctive strategies 
when given freedom, 
which is freeze, flee or 
attack. Keeping a dog 
in an environment like 
this where there is no 
visual, physical and tactile 
stimulation results in dogs 
with a very low threshold 
for human behaviour.

1.4. The vast majority of dog 
owners punish their dogs 
inappropriately. Too often 
people hit their dogs 
for reasons the animals 
cannot understand. Being 
pet and hit by the same 
hand causes serious 
confusion and conflict 
within the dog’s mind. 
Human aggression often 
causes canine aggression 
and aversive training 
techniques, like the use of 
harsh punitive methods, 
choke chains, pinch 
collars, shock collars, 
“alpha rolls”, hitting, leash 
corrections etc., can lead 
to behavioural fallout and 
cause aggression.

2. If you are thinking of getting 
a pitbull puppy remember 
that, by the same process 
of selection that we applied 
many years ago, irresponsible 
breeders are breeding for 
aggression - a trait seen 
as desirable by a criminal 
element or those looking 
for a vicious guard dog. A 
responsible breeder knows 
that aggression starts in 
puppyhood with the failure 
to develop tolerance towards 
children, adults, elderly 
people, both sexes, various 
races, able-bodied, disabled, 
calm or loud individuals etc. 
The impressionable period 
for pups is from as young 
as 3 weeks of age which 
means that a great deal of the 
responsibility for socialisation 
rests with the breeder. Pitbulls are made dangerous via 

irresponsible breeding, a lack 
of training, neglect and abuse. 
Healthy, well-adjusted Pitbulls, 
whose needs are met will make 
for wonderful companions 
of unquestionable devotion. 
This is why our on-site animal 
behaviourist works tirelessly with 
pitbull admissions to our facility 
to modify unwanted behaviours 
and this is also why our adoptions 
team ensures that prospective 
adopters meet a stringent list of 
criteria before placing a pitbull 
or any power breed into a home. 
With great power comes great 
responsibility – we know this, we 
embrace this and we accept this.

Unfortunately, our kennels are at 
times full of dogs whose owners 
have failed them in so many ways. 
These failings bring us much 
heartache because it does result 
in the euthanasia of animals who 
cannot be sufficiently rehabilitated 
for us to rehome responsibly. 
These are dogs whose owners 
have completely ignored genetic 
propensity and failed to provide 
an environment in which these 
dogs can feel happy and fulfilled. 
Any bloodshed is blood on their 
hands and it would appear as if our 
legislation finally supports this.

According to a new ruling from 
the Supreme Court of Appeals 
- in the case of Cloete versus 
Van Meyersen (636/2019), the 
responsibility of a dog’s actions lies 
solely upon its owner (3).

On February 18, 2017, Gerald 
Cloete (a gardener and refuse 
collector) was viciously attacked 
in a public street by four dogs 
who had managed to escape from 
their secured property. The dog’s 
owner, Meyersen claimed that while 
he was not at home, he had an 
attempted break-in and an intruder 
unlocked his gate, which is how the 
dogs managed to escape.

Cloete who was taken to hospital 
miraculously survived, but sadly 
had to have his left arm amputated. 
As a result, he instituted a civil claim 
for R2.4m in damages against the 
owner of the dogs. The matter was 
heard in the Eastern Cape High 
Court in Port Elizabeth and the 
court found in favour of the plaintiff. 
Judge Murray Lowe ordered Van 
Meyeren liable for R2.34m in 
damages to be compensated to 
Cloete. An application for leave to 
appeal was heard on February 21, 
2019. The basis from the defendant, 
Christiaan van Meyersen, was that 
this should be extended to include 
negligence of an intruder, who did 
not practice control over the locked 
up dogs but merely left the gate 
open. He (the owner of the dogs) 
disputed liability because he was 
not home at the time of the attack.

On Friday, September 11 2020, five 
judges dismissed the appeal and 
found in favour of the plaintiff. This 
new judgement handed down has 
significant implications concerning 
the rights and responsibilities of pet 
owners in the future in South Africa 

because under this action a victim 
can claim damages from a dog 
owner, without having to prove that 
the owner was negligent.

While we hope that this serves 
as a deterrent and motivates dog 
owners to be more responsible, we 
know that many more cases like 
this will come before the courts 
before the message reaches home.

In the interim, the SPCA 
together with other animal 
welfare organisations has made 
recommendations to The City of 
Cape Town for changes to existing 
Animal By-laws in the hopes that 
these will call irresponsible pet 
owners to order, avert tragedies 
and prevent the institution of 
breed-specific legislation. This 
document will likely be available for 
public participation in the second 
half of 2021 and we ask you to 
actively be part of this process by 
commenting on the document and 
motivating for changes. Please 
keep an eye out on our social 
media accounts for updates on  
this process.

To report cruelty to animals, 
please call 021 700 4158/9 
during office hours or  
083 326 1604 after hours.

(1) https://www.tarynblyth.co.za/
pitbulls-just-like-any-other-dog

(2) https://www.psychologytoday.
com/za/blog/canine-
corner/200903/psychological-
characteristics-owners-aggressive-
dog-breeds

(3) https://pethealthcare.co.za/
PetFriendly/Articles/dog-attack-
victim-gets-r24m-pay-out
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Ice was rescued following a tip-
off received by the SPCA late at 
night. He was found in a little heap, 
chained to a tree on a property 
in Eerste Rivier. It was like he was 
trying to make himself as small 
as possible in the hopes that he 
wouldn’t be seen. The undeniable 
scarring patterns we saw on his 
face, chest and limbs were enough 
to make our blood run cold. Ice 
was a victim of the cruel world 
of dogfighting. Every scar on his 
body told the story of the abuse 
and neglect suffered by a bait dog 

(a dog who does not demonstrate 
gameness/willingness to fight and 
is then used as bait to train other 
fighting dogs). Despite his suffering 
at human hands, our approach was 
met with much nervous hand licking, 
a submissive posturing and a low 
but rapidly wagging tail.

Of Ice’s rescue, our Chief Inspector 
Jaco Pieterse says “It is so hard 
to try and stop myself from falling 
in love with every animal I rescue. 
I always put on a brave face and 
try to pretend that I am unaffected 

ICE MELTS CHIEF 
INSPECTOR JACO 
PIETERSE’S HEART

by the many cases of cruelty I 
see, but this boy stole my heart. I 
named him Ice”.

Ice became a regular visitor to our 
Chief’s office where he lay quietly 
on a blanket most of the day, only 
approaching Jaco now and then 
to rest his head on his knee. “It 
was like he wanted to remind me 
of the reasons why I need to stay 
strong and continue fighting for 
others like him,” said Jaco. “There 
are many days when emotions 
take their toll and I want to throw 
in the towel. But then a gentle 
soul like this crosses my path and 
reminds me that while my job can 
be indescribably difficult, I have 
to keep going. The animals need 
me.”

With Ice safely in our care, we 
expected his healing to begin. 
We were in for a bit of shock. A 
few days into his recovery, Ice 
suddenly lost the ability to walk 
straight. It was heart-breaking to 
see him trying his best to greet 
with his usual enthusiasm only to 
veer off to the side and fall over. 
The veterinary diagnosis was 
inflammation of the brain caused 
by long term Canine Distemper. 
Ice had been tested for infectious 
disease on admission and his test 
for Distemper had produced a 
negative result. This is because 
while the course of the disease 
may be as short as 10 days, the 

onset of neurologic signs may be delayed for 
several weeks or months. Ice had never been 
vaccinated and had likely fought against the 
initial infection alone, afraid and tied to a tree 
when he wasn’t been used for bait.

His prognosis was uncertain but our 
veterinary team were prepared to give it 
their very best shot. An aggressive course of 
anti-inflammatory medication followed and 
we held our breath while we waited for Ice 
to respond positively to treatment. He did. 
Ice, experiencing love and care for the first 
time in his life, wanted to live. He must be the 
bravest boy we have ever met.

Ice has recovered so well physically and is 
awaiting his dream home in our Adoption 
kennels. Our behaviourist works with him 
regularly and has helped him overcome the 
emotional scars that the eye can’t see. He 
will need a special home, one without very 
young children, other dogs or cats and an 
owner who will love him warts and all. If you 
think you have a place in your home and 
your heart for this special boy, please call 
us on 021 700 4152 or email adoptions@
spca-ct.co.za. Ice is waiting for you and we 
promise, he will melt your heart too!

Charges in respect of contraventions of the 
Animals Protection Act No.71 of 1962 have 
been brought against Ice’s original owners. 
Our grateful thanks go to the members of 
our communities who are brave enough to 
come forward and report this horrific crime 
and all those who support our punitive 
efforts, financially or otherwise. Please report 
dogfighting to 0217004158/9 or 0833261604.

Ice on admission with Inspector Siviwe Noko

Ice as we found him, 
chained to a tree

Just look 
at Ice now!
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GABRIEL AND 
HIS HOST  
OF ANGELS
Our hearts collectively wept for a shivering, injured little dog left 
helpless in the freezing cold following a heartless act of cruelty.
Our SPCA Education Officers, Junior Komani and Bongani Giyose 
were flagged down by a group of kind-hearted children who 
had found Gabriel (as we named him) all alone in the rain – the 
children explained that they had witnessed children stoning him 
the previous night but were not able to identify them because it 
was too dark.

A closer inspection of Gabriel’s wounds revealed that he had 
also been the victim of a hit and run motor vehicle accident. He 
was frozen and shaking, both in terror and as a result of the +/- 14 
hours he had spent exposed to the elements.

Gabriel was admitted to our hospital where he was immediately 
dried off, given pain medication and covered in blankets to warm 
him up. X-rays were also done and revealed a badly fractured 
foreleg that required surgical repair. As soon as Gabriel was 
stable, our Head Veterinarian Dr Mark Middleton performed an 
external fixation procedure to repair Gabriel’s shattered leg and 
treated the other wounds on his little body that were the likely 
result of the alleged stoning incident.

Gabriel was soon bearing weight on his leg and stealing staff’s 
hearts at quite a pace. It was no surprise when he also stole the 
heart of a very special family who adopted Gabriel and welcomed 
him into their lives. Gabriel will never experience cold, fear or 
pain again and for that, we can’t thank his angels enough – from 
the children who flagged our vehicle down, our supporters who 
keep our vehicles on the road and enable us to employ skilled 
veterinary staff to the family who gave him more than just a place 
to call home - they gave him the greatest gift of all, the opportunity 
to love and be loved in return. Just look at the love in these 
pictures – it’s priceless.

Gabriel being 
comforted by 
Field Officer 
Junior Komani

Warm and 
dry in our 
hospital ward

Dr Mark 
Middleton 
performs 
Gabriel’s 
surgery

Gabriel 
recovering 
post-surgery

Nothing quite 
compares to a 
Mother’s love.

Just look at that face!  Gabriel knows he’s going home. 
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MEET ZAMA 
MABENA

Who is your hero and why?

Our SPCA’s Chief Inspector Jaco Pieterse is my hero. He 
always sees the good in people and his commitment to 
our cause keeps me motivated. I really look up to him.

What attracted you to this cause?

I always wanted to work at the SPCA. I knew about them 
from a very young age and I believed in their work. I 
liked the idea that they arrested people who were cruel 
to animals. I grew up in a very rural area and my Dad 
and Uncles had a lot of dogs who they loved and cared 
for. They instilled in me the love and respect I have for 
animals today.

What was the biggest challenge you are facing in 
your current role?

Dealing with people who constantly bash the SPCA 
because they don’t understand that the SPCA works 
within the law is governed by the law and will always do 
what is best for animals within this framework.

How do you think your job makes a difference?

It does a lot, it makes a huge difference although 
sometimes you don’t realise it, when you look back 
you can see the difference you have made with your 
passion, compassion and hard work. Thinking back to 
years gone by, every circus had an elephant, there are 
no more elephants in circuses now because of the work 
of this movement.

POUND AND ADOPTION CENTRE MANAGER

Tell me about one dog and what his/her life was like before 
they came to you?

A terrified Boerboel was admitted to our facility not long ago. 
He was so scared that he would involuntarily evacuate his 
bowels whenever a staff member entered his kennel. He had 
been broken by a previous owner. We named him Tilla. We had 
to put a lot of work into his rehabilitation but our efforts were 
rewarded when we saw his personality change from a terrified 
boy who was prone to bouts of fear-based aggression to a 
confident, healthy loving pet.

What is Tilla’s life like now?

Tilla has been adopted and is living a life of love. He will never 
know fear again and it brings me great joy to know that he is a 
valued part of a loving family.

With so many great cause to support, why should people 
choose to adopt from the SPCA?

All dogs in all shelters everywhere deserve a chance at a 
happy life so the question is difficult for me to answer but 
adopting from the SPCA means; you get a healthy, fully 
vaccinated, sterilised, microchipped pet whose behaviour 
and temperament is fully understood by our team. We also do 
follow up visits with adopters to check, not only on the welfare 
of the adopted pets but also on the families to ensure that they 
are adjusting well to their newest addition. We have a qualified 
on-site behaviourist who works with our families to help them 
understand and address any behavioural problems should 
these manifest.

What would you say to someone considering pet adoption?

Just do it! It may be a really big commitment but an animal will 
provide you with unconditional love for their entire lifetime. 
Most of the animals at the SPCA have been rescued from very 
abusive environments and they are all so deserving of the 
opportunity to live in a loving home.

What motivates you to work hard?

The animals! Seeing the change that I can make to an animal’s 
life makes it hard to stop. I dream of a kind, compassionate 
world where all animals are treated with respect and kindness.

If you were a super-hero, what powers would you have?

Mind-bending! I would love to be able to change people’s 
mindsets so that the world can be a better place for animals.

If you had to describe yourself as an animal, which one 
would it be?

A Scottish terrier because I’m really cute but I can also put up a 
good fight.

What is one thing you will never do again?

I left the movement thinking I could no longer be a witness to 
the cruelty and suffering of animals. But I left my heart behind. 
Everything I do, I do for the animals and the SPCA. The SPCA 
has helped me grow as a person and in many ways, the SPCA 
and the animals have saved me.

A tiny little lamb was found abandoned in a 
ditch in Villiersdorp and brought to us by the 
compassionate person who found him. It was love 
at first sight for our groom Hamilton Kapanda who 
immediately named the fragile 2-day old orphan 
Kim and took him into his care.

Kim and Hamilton were inseparable and Hamilton 
even slept on-site with Kim in his room so that 
he could ensure that his charge was warm and 
received his 3 hourly feeds right through the 
night. The bond between these two was so 
touching to experience, in fact, we never saw one 
without the other. Little Kim was firmly attached 
to Hamilton’s side and followed him around the 
premises, no matter where he went or what daily 
duties he had to fulfil. There was much bleating 
in complaint if Hamilton happened to move out of 
sight and it was obvious that Kim was quite happy 
to call Hamilton “Mom”. Hamilton’s dedication and 
love for this little lamb more than qualified him for 
the role and he completely embraced it, regularly 
cleaning a smelly bottom without flinching and 
preparing bottles with gusto.

Kim thrived and Hamilton was there for each milestone,  
he even taught Kim to play and amid much leaping, kicking 
of spindly little limbs and head butting, “races” to the 
farmyard gate and back became a daily occurrence.

When Kim was adopted by a wonderful family, there’s 
absolutely no doubt that Hamilton experienced a degree 
of empty nest syndrome but in his own words he said “I’ll 
never forget Kim and saying goodbye was made easier 
when I met his new “Mom”. I know he will be loved and 
happy and I couldn’t ask for more than that. Also now that 
Kim has left home, I will be able to be there for the next 
orphan who needs me.” Spoken like a true Mom, we think!

Kim won’t forget Hamilton either because sheep can 
recognise at least 50 individual’s faces and remember 
them for years! Did you know that sheep can also tell if 
other sheep and humans are happy, sad, stressed or calm 
by reading facial expressions? Wonderful indeed!

HAMILTON 
HAD A 
LITTLE 
LAMB

Kim on 
admission with 
umbilical cord 
still attached

A. Kim meeting her new siblings with her forever “Mom”
B. Kim and Hamilton enjoying a cuddle
C. Hamilton bottle in hand with Kim at his side

A.

B.

C.

Kisses for Kim from “Mom” Hamilton 

Zama Mabena
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The 26th annual Wiggle Waggle Walkathon 
delighted over 600 wiggling, waggling dogs 
and more than 750 animal lovers on the 1st 
of December 2019 at the School for Math’s 
and Science in Firgrove Way, Tokai.

This walkathon is one of the most important 
fundraisers for the Cape of Good Hope 
SPCA and because of you, the funds raised 
at the event will keep our staff working 
24/7 to protect animals from cruelty and 
unnecessary suffering across the Cape 
Metropole.

The crowds were entertained by Stuart 
Taylor while Cool J Productions set a lively 
mood for everyone with some lovely music. 
In its usual style, Wiggle Waggle proved to 
be a wonderful day out for the entire family 
– Fido included! It’s also such a joy for us 
because it’s one day of the year where we 
get to be surrounded by much-loved dogs 
and their loving Pawrents. It’s a little piece of 
heaven on earth for us!

Unfortunately, in 2020 lockdown 
restrictions meant we couldn’t get our usual 
inspirational fix and we lost an average of 
R300 000 in funds normally raised via our 
two doggie walkathons, Wiggle Waggle 
and Woefie Wandel. We need your support 
more than ever before in the coming year 
to make up for these missed fundraising 
opportunities. Please look out for our 
event announcements in 2021, get your 
tickets to a fun day out, allow our team to 
indulge themselves in your beautiful furry 
companions and help us to keep working 
towards the kind of world where all dogs are 
loved as much as yours!

*Photos were taken by Frank Mukendi and 
goCamera Hire who took some lovely aerial 
shots with their go-pro.

MORE THAN R72 000.00 
FOR ANIMALS IN NEED

SPCA WIGGLE WAGGLE RAISES
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Which of these 
animals would 
you expect to 

find living in the 
Western Cape?

Count the number of shapes 
in each animal. 

Write the number in the 
block next to it.

Look again and find 2 animals that are the same.

count the shapes

Local’s  
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Fire Awareness Campaign: WC Disaster Management and CapeNature
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al that does not belong here.
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any can you find?

Some can be 
reused and 

even returned. 

Some 
can be 

recycled.
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See if you can find the ‘R’-words in the blocks:
rethink, reuse, rehome, return, repurpose, renew,  
refuse, recycle, responsible, repair, redesign,
reclaim, refill, rubbish, reduce, rot.
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Find the 
pony’s 
shadow

See if you find the 
pony’s shadow.
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SPOT the difference

Animals also have 
feelings 



Available in English, Afrikaans, isi-Xhosa, isi-Zulu and Sesotho.
View: www.hero-in-my-hood.co.za

‘This is no run-of-the-mill activity book; 
it’s a beautifully crafted, carefully considered collation’

 Lucinda Jordaan, Media and Communications Consultant

encouraging children to 
be courageous and kind

www.hero-in-my-hood.co.za

021 762 9767/8777 • 082 578 2018
e-mail: mandy@hero-in-my-hood.co.za

Facebook: Hero in my Hood story activity books

The story is about 
2 children finding a 
puppy. On their way 
to the animal shelter 

they learn how to 
care for a dog.

There are 
fun activities 

on every 
page.

Topics covered 
include food, water, 
shelter, exercise, 

safety, sterilisation, 
vet care and love…

R10
per book for 
orders of 30+ 

books

   
T

he
 M

oney String

   
T

he
 M

oney String Stick your coins on mommy cat’s 
ball of string to show you care.

You can help the SPCA 
team to rescue  and 
rehome animals. 
By filling the string 
with coins you can 
help them pay for 
food, medicine and 
sterilisation.

When you have 
completed your money 
string, ask Mom or Dad 
to bring you to the 
SPCA to hand it in to 
Lucille, Junior or 
Bongani. 
We will post 
your picture 
on our 
Facebook 
page.

Call 021-700 4181 
or e-mail Lucille on 
educ1@spca-ct.co.za 
with any questions.
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A SMALL 
GIFT MAKES 
A BIG 
IMPACT

In the midst of the COVID19 pandemic and during 
one of the coldest winters we have experienced 
in a while, a supporter made a special call on 
our behalf. The call was to donate towels and 
blankets to the furry friends in our care. We were 
blown away by the response and the result was a 
10x12m2 room packed to the rafters with blankets, 
pillows, dog beds, cat beds, towels and doggie 
jackets.

Every single donation was so valuable to us but 
one donation amidst the pile of goods touched 
our hearts and moved us to tears. The donation 
was a single hand towel embroidered with the 
name “Louisa” and with it a pill bottle filled with 
copper coins. The donation had come from the 
heart of one of the members of our pensioner 
community and came with the request that 
the towel be given to a puppy in need of some 
comfort.

This selfless act of kindness is pretty telling, it 
speaks to a deeply ingrained value system to help 
in times of trouble, even though the giver didn’t 
have much herself! And, we received so much 
more than the giver intended. We were humbled, 
touched beyond words and so encouraged by 
a gesture that the donor likely considered to be 
small and insignificant. This gift we were given, 
reminded us of the many supporters we have, 
who carry our cause as close to their hearts as 
we do and are moved by the plight of animals to 
share whatever they can. This gift was priceless.
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Meet Amy Grainger who for the last 
20 years has supported the work 
of the Cape of Good Hope SPCA. 
Amy, a member of our SPCA, Animal 
Guardian and Tails Up Club member 
has had quite a journey with the SPCA 
movement, a journey that started a lot 
longer than 20 years ago! We were 
quite blown away when Amy recently 
sent us a copy of the receipt for her 
first donation of 6/6d (6 Shillings and 
6 Pennies) made on the 3rd of August 
1960. This means that Amy has 
been contributing to a kinder world 
for animals for around sixty years. 
Amy, we salute you and your heart 
for animals and thank you for your 
commitment to the cause.

PAWFEET 
LOVE –  
THE EVENT 
THAT SAVED 
LIFE AND LIMB

What does it take to mend broken 
bones at the SPCA? A whole lot of 
support, a daring veterinary team, 
and some Pawfeet Love of course.

At least one orthopaedic patient is 
admitted to our SPCA every single 
day and as a welfare hospital, 
we didn’t always have the tools 
we needed to save them. When 
fractures occurred too close to 
the hock (wrist) limbs had to be 
amputated and in the worst-case 
scenarios, where more than one 
limb was fractured or where 
fractures occurred in areas where 
our current X-fix remedy (see 
Gabriel’s story on page 15) could 
not be applied, like the pelvis, spine 
or jaw animal lives were being lost.

So, on the 22nd and 23rd of August 
this year, animal lovers from all 
over Cape Town and beyond - 
including well-known personalities 
Liezel Van Der Westhuizen, Ewan 
Strydom and Vanessa and Ryan 
Sandes participated in our first-

ever virtual doggie walkathon 
sponsored by Bravecto - all in aid 
of helping the SPCA raise funds for 
a much-needed bone plating kit. 
The event called Pawfeet Love saw 
participants and their furry friends 
take to the streets, the parks, the 
forests and the beaches to walk 
in honour of the victims of animal 
cruelty or neglect whose broken 
bones prevented them from doing 
the same. Dr Mark Middleton, the 
SPCA’s own senior vet took the 
challenge up in a very different way 
and risked his own life and limb 
by abseiling down Table Mountain 
with his veterinary team. All in all, 
participants raised a staggering 
R211 492.00 and Christmas came 
early for our veterinary team 
when they finally took possession 
of the SPCA’s very own custom 
manufactured orthopaedic plating 
kit supplied at a generous discount 
by Roth Medical. “We were as 
excited as a bunch of 3-year-olds 
on Christmas Eve,” says Dr Mark 
Middleton, “It’s incredible to see 

South Africans coming together 
during this time of crisis and to 
witness how love always wins, no 
matter what the challenge is. This 
bone plating kit represents so much 
to us - it is not only a tool to help 
us heal animals in need – it will 
be a permanent reminder of how 
brightly the spirit of unity shone 
during a very dark time for all of us. 
We have been given so much more 
than simply a tool to heal fractured 
bones, we encouraged by this 
outpouring Pawfeet Love and we 
can’t thank everyone who came out 
in support of this event enough”.

This plating kit will change so many 
lives, not only for the animals we 
treat but also for our veterinary 
team whose hearts will now 
be spared the heart-breaking 
decisions they have had to make 
in the past. The kit was put to good 
use, the day following delivery and 
our first patient is already back 
home with his loving family.

A LIFETIME 
OF GIVING

The small gift that made a huge impact

Wendy Loots with 
the puppy she 
christened, Louisa, 
who received this 
special towel

The record of Amy’s first 
donation to the SPCA

An x-ray of the same 
fracture repaired 
using our brand new 
plating kit 

An X-ray of a fracture 
prior to surgery

The amazing participants of our first ever virtual doggie walkathon Our veterinary team going 
over the edge – literally! Lifetime giver Amy Grainger at SPCA events
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We named her Hope because it was what we 
lost when we first saw her and it was what we 
regained 10 fold by the end of her rescue.

Hope had been ridden, beaten and discarded 
and her frail body was left collapsed on the 
ground. She was so weak that she had to be 
carried into our horsebox, something that our 
team would never have been able to accomplish 
on their own. Thank goodness for the kindness 
of strangers that saw helping hands coming from 
every direction – compassionate hands that 
helped lift and carry Hope so that she could be 
transported to safety.

This rescue could not have happened without a 
community of caring animal lovers – the person 
who reported this incident and changed the 
course of Hope’s life and everyone who rallied 
together to fight for her life. This is a reminder of 
how with teamwork we can accomplish anything 
and bring hope to those who need it the most.

This rescue, which came the day after the 
lockdown announcement by our President, left 
our hearts full and our spirits are encouraged 
because we witnessed first-hand how South 
Africans can work together for common good!

Our precious Hope received a lot of love from 
us following her traumatic ordeal which saw her 
rescued close to death. She slowly but surely 
picked up weight under the watchful eye of 
our veterinary and horse care teams and with 
her improving condition, her beautiful spirit 
blossomed. Despite all she had been through 
and true to the nature of hope, Hope remained 
gentle by nature and forgiving in spirit. She 
taught us all that hope is sometimes all you have 
when you have nothing else - but if you have it, 
you have everything!

It’s a joy to see Hope living her life in comfort 
now and given the timing of her rescue, she 
remains symbolic of the spirit of unity and the 
willingness of helping hearts that gave us hope 
while we stood on the brink of uncertainty.

Hope in her new home

A HORSE 
CALLED 
HOPE

When we were alerted to the 
matter of two cats that were 
suffering from severe medical 
conditions and required urgent 
rescuing in Belmont Park, 
Kraaifontein, Trainee Inspector 
Carly Jordaan was immediately 
dispatched to investigate the 
allegations.
She faced a bigger challenge than 
she realised and responding to this 
call would test her tenacity to its 
limits. The property owners denied 
having any cats on the premises 
but Trainee Inspector Jordaan’s 
gut feeling told her otherwise. She 
insisted on inspecting the property 
and was surprised when she was 
unable to find any cats matching 
the complainant’s description. 
Despite this, she still felt uneasy 
and when she provided the 
complainant with feedback, she 
understood why. The cats had been 
hidden away when the owners saw 
her pulling into their driveway.
Because of the severity of the case 
and further evidence provided by 
the complainant, we obtained a 
court order and returned to the 
property the following day to do 
a thorough search of the house. 
Inspector Carina Bodenstein 
accompanied Trainee Inspector 

Jordaan this time and with the court 
order in hand, they found the two 
cats in need of our help. The case 
was worse than we had anticipated.
First, they found Ivy, a white cat 
with a severe eye infection- she 
was experiencing serious difficulty 
breathing and was in the process 
of dying. They immediately 
confiscated Ivy and rushed her to a 
nearby private veterinary clinic for 
emergency care and treatment.
Then they found Pirate. He had a 
large laceration on the right side 
of his face and eye and with no 
skin covering the affected area, 
his teeth and gums were visible 
through the wound even though 
his mouth was closed. The owners 
claimed that they had rescued 
Pirate from the streets and that 
his wounds were burn wounds 
and were being treated by a 
veterinarian. Pirate had been in 
their care for much longer than 
they alleged and had most likely 
sustained the injuries from a motor 
vehicle accident. Pirate had seen 
a veterinarian, but only three days 
after he sustained his injuries 
and appointments for follow up 
treatments had not been kept.
Pirate was taken into the care of 
the SPCA where he underwent 

emergency surgery to remove 
his eye, eyelids and tear glands 
that had sunk deep into his eye 
socket. Pirate survived but he was 
never going to be pretty and with 
so many healthy, beautiful animals 
looking for homes, we didn’t think 
he would get a second glance! 
Missing an eye and part of his lip 
that left his teeth exposed meant 
all Pirate had going for him was 
his heart of gold but Shiver me 
Timbers, Pirate found his treasure 
…….. and his family found theirs too! 
It turns out that was enough for the 
Aitchison family who saw past his 
mutilated little face and let Pirate 
pilfer their hearts.
We are so thankful, not only for 
Pirate’s pawsome new family but 
also to our Inspector who never 
gave up, the person who cared 
enough to report a horrendous 
case of animal cruelty, the 
Magistrate who heard our pleas 
for a warrant and all of you, our 
supporters who ensured that 
Pirate could get the best possible 
veterinary treatment in our hospital. 
There will be no need for this here 
Pirate to ever have to search for 
treasure again, he’s already hit the 
jackpot.

PIRATE’S A 
TREASURE

Charges of animal cruelty in terms of the Animals Protection Act were brought against the owners but with courtroom 
closures impacting on court time throughout the pandemic, the matter is yet to be heard.

Pirate, adopted and treasured at lastPost-surgery cuddles for this brave boyA sedated Pirate about to undergo surgery

Hope recovering at the SPCAHope in the horsebox on 
the way to the SPCA

We wouldn’t have been able to carry Hope without these willing hands and hearts

Hope was found emaciated and unable to stand
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NICOLE 
NOSE 
BEST!
Nicole Nel is a qualified Animal 
Behaviourist who works at 
the Cape of Good Hope SPCA 
Adoption Centre. With an in-
depth knowledge of animal 
behaviour, she works to fix the 
wounds that the eyes can’t see. 
Nicole busts some common 
myths with regards to animal 
behaviour for you below:

MYTH 1:
Using food in training is bribery.

FACT:
Food is a primary reinforcer, it is 
what motivates an animal.

• Why use food? SCIENCE! It’s 
how animals learn.

• Motivation is key when working 
with animals. They decide what 
is motivating, not us.

• Food is necessary for survival. 
You don’t have to teach your dog 
to value it. For this reason, using 
food to reward good behaviour 
is extremely effective.

• Food helps an animal associate 
positive emotions with things 
they may feel unsure about.

• It helps build solid foundations 
of good history and positive 
associations.

• Using food in training activates 
the flow of positive hormones 
into the blood and brain, leaving 
the dog feeling happier, more 
confident, enabling problem-
solving and generally improves 
their overall emotional well-
being.

• Positive reinforcement training 
methods help build a strong 
relationship with you and your 
dog.

• The methods of rewarding 
desirable behaviours by using 
food are humane.

• The more one rewards desirable 
behaviour with a primary 
reinforcer, the more the desirable 
behaviour will be repeated.

MYTH 3:
That “guilty” look.

FACT:

Guilt is a human emotion. Dogs 
are not capable of feeling “guilt”.

• In those “shaming” online 
photos or videos what you are 
observing is actually FEAR.

• Dogs are incredibly adept at 
responding to visual signals and 
our body language and tone of 
voice.

• Dogs react to these visual and 
auditory signals in an attempt 
to reduce conflict and calm us 
down (through calming signals or 
appeasement).

• If you have previously 
“chastised” or scolded them 
for chewing something, soiling 
the house etc, the feelings they 
associate with an incident or 
your presence are negative 
emotions of fear or feelings of 
anxiousness.

• Dogs learn by association 
whether it be to avoid a threat or 
gain access to rewards.

• Dogs do not learn effectively 
through the use of punishment 
or aversive methods.

• Behavioural fallout from punitive 
methods is extensive and can 
lead to shut down behaviours 
(often misinterpreted as “calm”), 
depression, fear, anxiety, learnt 
helplessness and aggression.

• Rather manage the situation so 
that the dog cannot rehearse the 
unwanted behaviours, redirect 
the dog on to an alternative 
activity and reward desirable 
behaviour.

• Remember, positive 
reinforcement training is 
humane, effective and helps 
dogs learn faster and feel 
happier!

MYTH 2:
Dogs are pack animals, dominant or alpha.

FACT:
Several years ago people claimed the 
earth to be flat. Science proved this 
theory incorrect. The same applies to the 
“pack theory”, it is a debunked study and 
misleading.

• This myth originates from a study done 
in the 1930s observing wolves (not 
domesticated dogs) in captivity and not in 
their natural habitat

• The study was disproven decades ago.

• Dogs are opportunistic scavengers, not 
co-operative hunters/predators like wild 
canids.

• Pack theorists claim that pet dogs live in 
“packs”, claiming that they live in complex 
social groups with an alpha pair and are in 
continual competition for status.

• Further research (Mech 1999) proved this 
to be wrong. Wild canids (like wolves) live 
in family groups and never compete with 
the breeding pair. They live in harmony 
with each other.

• Labelling dogs as alpha/dominant/
pack animals leads to an antagonistic 
relationship with our companion animals.

• Dogs often do not have a choice as to 
where or who they live with, as they may 
be selected from a litter or adopted into a 
family, unlike wild canids.

• Pet dogs in the home are often unrelated, 
there is no social “pack order”. They form 
loose social bonds with other animals in 
the home.

• Dogs in rural communities live in loosely 
connected, interchangeable groups, often 
unrelated to each other.

• Dogs do not spend their lives striving 
to increase their dominance nor live in 
a hierarchy within their home with each 
other or their humans.

• Dogs use behaviours to access rewards 
(good things) or to avoid threats (bad 
things). Dogs are trying to have control of 
their own lives and survival.

• Throughout history, humans have an 
unfortunate desire to control other beings 
and have status. This often extends into 
misunderstanding the emotional well-
being or training of other animals.

• Unfortunately, it seems easier to label a 
dog as “difficult, alpha, dominating” than 
treating the underlying emotional issue.

• A true understanding of the rich emotional 
lives of domesticated dogs, their origins 
and how they learn is the basis of modern 
behavioural science.

• Domesticated dogs are not wolves. The 
research into dog cognition is ongoing 
and scientific research updates what we 
know about domesticated dogs, so it is 
vital to stay informed with facts.

The “guilty” look is fear based
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THE CAPE TOWN 
CYCLE TOUR GETS 
HEARTS IN MOTION 
FOR THE SPCA

It was an incredibly touching 
moment to be faced with a sea of 
SPCA supporters lining up to take 
on the Cape Town Cycle Tour for 
the love of all animals. With every 
peddle push they raised awareness 
for our work at the coalface of the 
prevention of cruelty to animals and 
every uphill climbed represented 
the struggle of every animal lost to 
intentional cruelty and neglect.

We salute every rider of our diverse 
team for cycling their hearts out 
including 4 cyclists who wore 
costumes to highlight the plight of 
wild animals and farm animals (a 
Cape Fox, a Cape Leopard and a 
Lion and a Chicken) as well as a very 
adventurous cyclist who cycled the 
entire distance on a BMX bicycle. 
9 members of the Heart 109.9FM 
crew also joined our ranks with the 

determination to make their race 
count for more and this year we also 
had our youngest ever participants, 
three 12-year-old boys who 
committed their race to the welfare 
of animals.

We can’t thank our cyclists enough 
for their belief in the work of 
the SPCA and their cumulative 
contribution of R334 809.00 towards 
our cause. When 91 hearts beat 
in unison and 91 souls unite for a 
common cause, miracles can be 
expected.

We also thank our Team sponsors, 
Bayer and Ultra Dog for enabling 
us to mobilise our troops and our 
prize sponsors, Bike Addict, SaK07, 
Cape Town Cycles and Bondiblu for 
keeping our cyclists motivated with 
some incredible prizes.

With the sudden and dramatic end 
to all large gatherings and events 
due to COVID-19, life-saving Cape 
of Good Hope SPCA events were 
cancelled without warning. These 
events were more than just a chance 
for the incredible “Team SPCA” 
athletes to compete for a great 
cause. In essence, they provide us 
with much-needed funds raised by 
runners, cyclists, trail runners and 
their supportive network of friends 
and family.

The new challenge we were faced 
with was how to unite a community 
of passionate animal lovers; finding 
a way to join their hearts and hands 
virtually to enable these income-
generating initiates to continue. And 
so began a series of SPCA firsts!

Our very first SPCA “How Big Is Your 
Heart” Virtual Marathon came to 
fruition in the second week of the 
national lockdown – leading the 
charge was World Champion trail 
running legend Ryan Sandes who 
gladly took up the challenge to run 
21km over 6 days in the shape of 
a heart – We admit 21km for this 
super-athlete is not too hard, but 
his passion for animals was just 
the “gees” we needed. Soon after, 
others took up the baton – Smile 
FM’s Lindy Lehto and Mishka Patel; 

KFM’s always warm-hearted Zoe 
Brown and one tenacious Vanessa 
Sandes Haywood. Together over 
130 SPCA virtual run team athletes 
answered the call, and soon social 
media was flooded with heart-
shaped runs that revealed the 
might of so many hearts in action. 
Checkers, The Crazy Store, Regal 
Pet Food and Salomon footwear, 
were generous enough to offer 
some amazing daily prizes that saw 
our runners rewarded for their big-
hearted efforts.

This virtual event saw over R60 
000 raised and it paved the 
way for other events to come; 
#thelovelockdown saw us take on 
our first-ever virtual photography 
contest while #Doit4Love 
and #Comrades4Change saw 
imaginative and dedicated 
#TEAMSPCA runners doing 
lockdown versions of the Comrades 
Marathon and anything from banana 
bread bake-a-thons to Netflix binge-
watching marathons to help raise 
funds for animals in need.

Times may be uncertain, but there 
is one thing we all remain sure 
of – Animal Cruelty Must Stop! No 
Animal Should Suffer! – not during 
Lockdown, not during the COVID-19 
Pandemic, not ever.

Many runners sadly had to hang up 
their trainers as the harsh reality of 
COVID-19 derailed their Comrades’ 
dreams. TEAM SPCA athletes 
Maretha Smit and Liam Gannon 
were not deterred. Instead of giving 
up, they decided that their new 
#Comrades4Change race would 
happen- just a little differently than 
previously anticipated.

Maretha, a registrar in anaesthesia 
& perioperative medicine at Groote 
Schuur Hospital, ran the distance by 
doing several laps of Rondebosch 
common while admitted attorney, 
Liam Gannon braved it on his  
treadmill at home. Together, they  
raised an impressive R60 102.77.

HOW BIG IS YOUR HEART 
VIRTUAL MARATHON

COMRADES FOR CHANGE
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SANLAM CAPE TOWN 
VIRTUAL MARATHON

29 Animal lovers, including 12 of our 
inspectors, sponsored by My School, 
My Village, My Planet took on the 
Sanlam Cape Town Virtual Marathon 
to raise both awareness and funds to 
put a stop to dogfighting. These brave 
individuals honoured the plight of 
dogs forced to fight with every pound 
of the pavement. Ian Smith ran the 
full marathon (42km’s), while Marelize 
Barnard, Yanelle van der Westhuizen, 
Rene Arenhold, Carla Pottas, Amorece 
Roos, Rikus Roos, Matthew Weir, Mandy 
Buchanan, Linda Payton, Diane Bowers, 
Heather Arnold, Michelle Slabbert, 

Nadhim Kajee and Charmaine Graney 
took on the half marathon (21km’s). 
Our inspectors did their part on the 
Sea Point Promenade clocking up over 
70km’s between them.

The event raised a total of R143,842.00 
of which the inspectorate team raised 
R111, 998.00 via public support! 
Stepping up to stop dogfighting came 
easily to them because they see first-
hand the suffering of victims of this 
cruel blood “sport”.

Our #Lovelockdown challenge called on supporters to discover 
their inner “Annie Leibowitz” along with Expresso Presenter and 
animal lover Ewan Strydom and was in aid of highlighting the 
joy of sharing lockdown with a companion animal. We asked 
participants to show us just how lockdown had strengthened 
their bond with their pets with a photo that demonstrated that 
bond, whether their pet had become their best cuddle buddy, 
favourite co-worker, meditation inspiration, yoga partner, scary 
movie binge-watching sidekick, DIY right hand or artistic muse. 
Bayer and Ultra Dog sponsored this challenge with a household 
food voucher and a cash prize of R650.00. Our winner of this 
competition with 8600 votes, Liela Lick-a-lot Stodart-Lochner 
graces the front cover of this edition of Footprints. Mom Marelise 
said “Layla has been the best lockdown partner and it has been 
a blessing having so much time with her as she also celebrated 
her 16th birthday during the lockdown. She has assisted me on 
the days that working from home was too stressful and brought 
joy to our team video meetings”.

THE LOVE LOCKDOWN

This non-marathon marathon called for 
all those in lockdown to do whatever 
they were doing with purpose and saw 
participants taking up Netflix binge-
watching, reading and banana bread 
baking marathons! The opportunities for 
participation were endless and those who 
rose to the challenge were rewarded with 
prizes from 5 Seasons Guest House and 
Regal Pet Health for the most creative 
challenge and for raising the most funds. 
The event raised R23 801.00.

DO IT FOR LOVE – THE NON-
MARATHON MARATHON

TATS4TAILS – 
SUPPORTERS MADE THEIR 
MARK BY GETTING ONE!

The Cape of Good Hope SPCA’s annual 
tattoo-a-thon, Tats4Tails, held in partnership 
with Primal Culture Tattoo Studio was 
generously sponsored by Identipet this year. 
The 7-day event which took place from the 
30th of August to the 6th of September 2020, 
saw supporters getting beautiful tattoos that 
they will never regret. Clinton Naidoo, owner 
of Primal Culture Tattoo Studio, who has a 
heart as big as his talent offered 7cm x7cm 
tattoos for only R700.00 – It was a triple 777 
jackpot deal that saw everyone, including 
our animals winning! No matter what tattoo 
participants chose or for whatever reason 
they chose it, their tattoo symbolised the 
saving of two animal lives.

It costs the SPCA R350 on average to 
respond to each call we receive for an animal 
in crisis. Whether they are chained to the 
spot, exposed to the elements, being cruelly 
beaten, forced to fight, starving or sick, 
injured and in pain, the Cape of Good Hope 

SPCA is committed to responding to every call 
we receive, 7 days a week, 24 hours a day. 
At R700 per tattoo, each tattoo covered the 
cost of 2 animal rescues and by the end of 
the 7-day tattoo-a-thon, 91 tattoos translated 
directly into 182 lives saved.

Participants included well know faces like 
Cedwyn Joel and Jill Levenberg of Suidooste 
fame, Craig Lucas (singer-songwriter and 
winner of The Voice South Africa in 2017), 
Leigh-Anne Jansen, Tanya Nefdt, Saya Pierce 
Jones and Daily Voice reporter Venecia 
America Valentine.

With the pandemic requiring so many 
protocols to be in place for businesses to 
operate safely, specifically close contact 
industries, we were overwhelmed by the 
support we received from everyone. Thank 
you so much for helping us to keep our 
Inspectors mobile and able to reach the many 
animals that need us now more than ever!

TEAM SPCA FNB 
WINES2WHALES 
CHARDONNAY
25-27 OCT 2019

4 friends, Vernon Rudman, Liza Vivier, Derek Henderson 
and David Mitchley, sponsored by FAW SA Cape Town 
put their fitness to the test for the love of animals by 
taking on the FNB Wines2Whales 3 day stage race 
challenge. The race takes riders on an incredible 213km 

journey from Lourensford Estate, through the Overberg’s most 
historic and splendid areas and down to the coastal town of 
Hermanus. It’s quite a route but this didn’t deter our intrepid 
team who went the full distance, not only in the race but also 
in their fundraising efforts. Their heroic efforts raised a total 
of R70 650.00 with all proceeds going towards the care of 
animals awaiting their forever homes.

Winning Picture 
– Leila Lick-a-lot 
Stodart-Lochner
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Collectable
PET CARDS

The perfect collectables item 
for any pet lover!

Get a FREE pair of pet cards 
with every R300 you spend or with every 
NexGard Spectra or Broadline product 

you purchase at Absolute Pets!

10 cat breeds30 dog breeds
COLLECT ALL 40 CARDS:

Once you’ve collected all 40 cards you qualify for a custom BONUS card 
of your own pet, which we will make just for you! 

It’s fun AND educational! 
Collect them, swop them or play the game, all while learning a thing or two 

about what makes each pet unique. 

Exclusive to Absolute Pets.
Find us in over 90 stores countrywide 
or shop online at www.absolutepets.com

This cat used to live in the forest in Norway where it originated, hence its name. It has long, thick fur, bushy tail & tufts of hair growing out of its ears.  

ORIGIN
SIZE
SMARTNESSFRIENDLINESSENERGY

CUTENESS

NORWAY
3

9
8
8

6

This cat has a flat looking face with its round head, chubby cheeks & small ears. They are lazy, calm cats that are happy to sit around or take a nap.

ORIGIN
SIZE
SMARTNESSFRIENDLINESSENERGY

CUTENESS

IRAN
2
5

16
2

9

Norwegian Forest
Persian

Poodle
Bulldog

Poodles are 
recognisable by their 

curly, unique hairstyle. 

These are smart 

dogs who are very 

responsive to all types 

of training.

Very recognisable for 

their big, square, wrinkly 

head, broad shoulders, 

thick, sturdy legs & their 

underbite. They tend to 

snore, drool & fart a lot.

ORIGIN
SIZE
SMARTNESS

FRIENDLINESS

ENERGY
CUTENESS

GERMANY
5
8
15

8
7

ORIGIN
SIZE
SMARTNESS

FRIENDLINESS

ENERGY
CUTENESS

ENGLAND
4
4
15

3
3

Rhodesian Ridgeback
Yorkshire Terrier

Small, fast & tenacious 
- these dogs are great 
at catching mice & 
rodents. They also make 
a funny honking noise 
which is like a sneeze, 
but in reverse.

This breed originated 
in Africa & was initially 
a hunter dog. They’re 
most recognisable by 
the ridge of hair running 
down their spine, also 
giving them their name.

ORIGIN
SIZE
SMARTNESS
FRIENDLINESS
ENERGY
CUTENESS

ENGLAND
1
5
8

10
10

ORIGIN
SIZE
SMARTNESS
FRIENDLINESS
ENERGY
CUTENESS

SOUTH AFRICA
8
7
8
8
6

Labrador Retriever

Have you noticed 
that Labradors have 
‘webbed’ feet? This is 
to help them swim 
really well as they were 
initially bred for duck 
hunting & fishing.

You can spot a Dalmatian 

easily by its many black 
spots. Throughout 
history they’ve had 
many jobs - guard dogs, 
coaching dogs  & even 
shepherds.

ORIGIN
SIZE
SMARTNESS
FRIENDLINESS
ENERGY
CUTENESS

CROATIA
7
5

12
10

8

ORIGIN
SIZE
SMARTNESS
FRIENDLINESS
ENERGY
CUTENESS

CANADA
7
9

20
9
6

Dalmatian Siamese Norwegian Forest

Very intelligent & one of the 1st domesticated cats in history. They have long slender bodies, tall ears, almond-shaped eyes & a very short coat.

This cat used to live in the forest in Norway where it originated, hence its name. It has long, thick fur, bushy tail & tufts of hair growing out of its ears.  

ORIGIN
SIZE
SMARTNESS
FRIENDLINESS
ENERGY
CUTENESS

THAILAND
2

10
3
7
7

ORIGIN
SIZE
SMARTNESS
FRIENDLINESS
ENERGY
CUTENESS

NORWAY
3
9
8
8
6

SiameseBengal

You will spot a Bengal cat by its large, oval 
eyes & its spots 
(swirly markings, like 
a Leopard). They also have an ‘M’ marking on their forehead.

Very intelligent & one 
of the 1st domesticated cats in history. They have long slender bodies, tall ears, almond-shaped 
eyes & a very short coat.

ORIGIN
SIZE
SMARTNESS
FRIENDLINESS
ENERGY
CUTENESS

USA
3

10
8
8
7

ORIGIN
SIZE
SMARTNESS
FRIENDLINESS
ENERGY
CUTENESS

THAILAND
2

10
3
7
7

As a welfare hospital, sterilisation is an import part of 
our work. It not only prevents the cruelty that results 
from the birth of unwanted puppies and kittens, but 
it also reduces the burden on the SPCA by humanely 
controlling the pet populations, prevents animals from 
straying and being knocked over by cars, prevents male 
on male aggression when competing for a mate and it 
reduces and eliminates several animal health problems 
that require expensive treatments. With this in mind, we 
remain strong advocates for sterilisation and sterilised 6 
974 animals during the past year. But this isn’t enough 
because while each sterilisation done makes a valuable 
contribution to the quality of life for each individual 
animal, sterilisation is most effective when it is done on a 
large, area-specific scale within one breeding cycle and 
with a predetermined goal in mind.

Despite the challenges of the pandemic, The City of 
Cape Town once again made R726 165.00 available 
for the sterilisation of 1 500 animals within the 
underprivileged community of Tafelsig. As project 
managers, the Cape of Good Hope SPCA worked with 
partner members of the Cape Animal Welfare Forum to 
ensure that the objectives of the project i.e. to sterilise 
70% of the intact pet population within one breeding 
cycle, could be realised. By early November 2020, 1 197 
pets from the Tafelsig area had already been sterilised. 
The project is on track to end with 1500 sterilisations by 
January 2020.

The City also made R500 000.00 available to CAWF 
for the purchase of cat and dog food and we couldn’t 
be more thankful for animal-loving leadership! Lionel’s 
Choice Dog Food joined forces with The City to bring 
some much-needed relief to our SPCA and other animal 
welfare organisations in need! This very generous gift, 
which could not have come at a better time, went a long 
way towards helping us care for our animals - both on-
site and in the communities we serve.

CITY SUPPORT DURING 
A TIME OF CRISIS

In partnership with Lionel’s Choice, the City donated food 
to the SPCA and other shelters in need

Field Officer Junior Komani checks on animal health prior to admission 
for sterilisation

SPCA veterinarians sterilising animals from the Tafelsig community
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IN TIMES 
OF FEAR 
EVERYONE 
NEEDS A 
HERO – 
OUR HERO 
WAS YOU!

The lockdown announcement was for us, 
more than a flurry of setting up sanitising 
stations and gearing up with protective 
equipment. It was a very real worry, we didn’t 
know if we had been declared an essential 
service provider and if we would be able to 
continue operating. Our immediate concern 
was for the 500 animals on site and the 
many animals out there who we knew would 
need us more than ever during the lockdown 
period. Our entire team was prepared to sleep 
on-site but we also knew that we had to limit 
the number of staff on the premises at any 
given time to minimise the risk to our team and 
to do our part to flatten the curve. 23 of our 
most experienced staff including a qualified 
veterinarian gave up their home comforts and 
left their families to ensure that our animals 
on-site could be well cared for and to ensure 
that sick and critically injured animals could 
still be assisted.

We were imagining rows of mattresses and 
sleeping bags on our lecture room floor but 
thank goodness for FleetStar Film Trailers & 
Vehicles who stepped forward to sponsor 
some wonderful movie set trailers to give our 
staff a measure of comfort and privacy. We 
breathed a sigh of relief when finally, we had 
confirmation that our services were regarded 
as essential and that we would be able to 
operate within the parameters provided by the 
Government and the South African Veterinary 
Council. With public transport locked down 
and only being able to operate with a third of 
our staff compliment at any given time, the 
on-site trailers were truly a gift. They helped 
us keep our staff safe and of course, there was 
no shortage of willing, furry little companions 
to keep our staff company and provide all the 
cuddles needed to bring comfort during a very 
scary time.

Many people were understandably concerned 
that they wouldn’t be able to search for their 
pets should they go missing during lockdown. 
We made some adjustments to our online 
reporting system to enable digital communication 
regarding missing pets and we were able to 
facilitate the return of many companion animals 
that found their way to our SPCA.

Lockdown also put a stop to us being able to 
rehome animals. This meant we had facilities 
bursting at the seams and because our regular 
volunteers couldn’t be of service during this 
time, we had to work extra hard to keep all our 
animals exercised, stimulated and coping well in 
confinement. We didn’t want potential adopters 
to forget about the many dogs and cats we had 
awaiting homes and so in another SPCA first, we 
introduced our adoption candidates via ZOOM(ie) 
meetings. We “crashed” several meetings by 
working in cahoots with meeting organisers and 
catching the rest of the attendees by surprise. 

We were met with many ooooh’s and aaaaah’s and 
our animals had a great time too! We also made 
use of the opportunity to speak to children of all 
ages about caring for their pets and dropped in on 
a few e-learning classes too!

While most of the world united in compassion 
and kindness, there were those who thrive on 
violence who carried on regardless. A fluffy little 
cross breed called Snoopy was attacked at night 
at his home in Kleinvlei, Eersterivier and severely 
beaten with a golf club. His 26-year-old attacker 
had already been convicted of murder was found 
to be in violation of his parole conditions. He was 
detained by the Kleinvlei SAPS and will remain in 
custody in Pollsmoor until his case is heard by the 
courts. Inspector Jeffery Mfini and Chief Inspector 
Jaco Pieterse responded to the call for help at 
7:00 pm and we couldn’t have been more grateful 
that our services were regarded as essential at that 
time. Not only could we be there for Snoopy who 
received the best possible veterinary treatment 
and has since made a full recovery, but we could 
help make the streets a little safer by ensuring that 
a violent offender got what he deserved.

Also, within days of lockdown, a member of 
the SANDF deployed to enforce the Disaster 
Management Act, shot and killed a dog named 
Bonzo. With thanks to those brave enough come 
forward with information on this incident and our 
bit of super sleuthing, we were able to trace the 
location of the incident shown in video footage, 
exhume Bonzo’s remains and send these to the 
State Veterinary Services for a post mortem. We 
also managed to find eyewitnesses to the shooting 
and we have opened a case of animal cruelty 
against the SANDF.

For so many people we work with, the shadow 
cast by the pandemic will be long and for those 
struggling with illness, salary cuts and job 
insecurity the impact will be greater and the 
shadow will be longer. With this in mind, it is 
worth reflecting on the outstanding heroes of 
this pandemic – our supporters and people in 
our communities who have continued to give 
despite their own financial distress. We saw the 
coronavirus crisis bring out the best in many 
people, driving generosity and community spirit 
in a way we had never seen before. Our hearts 
were touched by the kindness we witnessed 
many, many times. It’s been a year like no other. It 
has tested our hospitals, our welfare system and 
our economy. It has pushed many charities to the 
brink and some to closure, we owe you a debt of 
gratitude for helping us to keep our doors open.

Statistically, there has been an overall 24% 
increase in animals in need of our services 
when we compare the current period to the 
same period from the previous year. Over and 
above this increase, since lockdown level 1 came 
into effect in September, the SPCA has seen a 
more than 20% increase month on month, in 
the number of animals in need of our urgent 
intervention. Based on this trend, we expect 
this number to escalate to more than 30% in the 
coming months. Thank you for being a constant 
in uncertain and trying times, you’ve kept us 
going with your contributions and you’ve kept us 
encouraged with your messages of support. We 
know we can take on whatever 2021 brings us 
with you at our side.

Inspector Jeffery Mfini, picks up an unresponsive badly 
injured Snoopy

The movie star style trailers sponsored by Fleetstar 
arriving at the SPCA

From the 
back Simon 
Mabenghu, 
Jessica Nhlapo 
and Brian 
Arendse on 
the steps of 
the Fleetstar 
trailer they will 
be sleeping in 

Snoopy 
recovered 
well

Little 
Tanya on 
the steps 
of Brian 
Arendse’s 
trailer 
waiting for 
him to tie 
his shoes 
so she can 
have her 
breakfast

A Zoom(ie) meeting underway

Lwazi Ntungele making up the bed in his movie star style trailer
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Compassion – translates into empathy, care, kindness, 
concern….We at the Cape of Good Hope SPCA are 
grateful for the compassion shown to us by our Funder 
Weltteirschutzgesellschaft (WTG) based in Berlin, 
Germany, for funding the Compassion in Farming 
project. This was a project which was started in 2017 
and is now nearing its end. Passion, People and 
Partnerships made it all happen for all the farmers who 
are part of this project.

One of the main objectives of this project was to 
educate emerging farmers in good animal care and 
welfare and focused on their responsibilities in caring 
for their animals. Educational tools were developed 
and workshopped with the farmers and the knowledge 
transfers and skills were put to the test by employing 
practical sessions and assessments.

One of the highlights for October was when the Cape 
of Good Hope SPCA hosted the Agri-Expo 2020 and 
most of the farmers on the Compassion in Farming 
project were invited to participate in this event. 
The keynote speaker for this event was Minister of 
Agriculture in the Western Cape, Dr Ivan Meyer.

Meet the team behind the great work being 
undertaken in the communities where we have the 
Compassion in Farming project on the ground!

At end December 2020 the project will come to an end 
and discussions are currently taking place as to how 
best to move forward with the committed farmers and 
past “graduates” of the project.

Thembi Nomkala is the CoGH SPCA Education Officer 
at the helm of this community outreach project. We 
thank all participants and our Funder WTG!

WTG FARMING 
GRANT

“Passion, People and 
Partnerships made it 
all happen for all the 
farmers who are part 
of the project.”
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And this was no different for the members of our homeless 
community, only many of them had to leave their only 
companions behind while they sought a safe haven in one of 
The City of Cape Town’s temporary shelters.

We can only imagine how painful this must’ve been for pet 
owners like Francois and his bestie Dragon. Dragon is an old 
boy and he has been Francois’ loyal companion through the 
many challenges our homeless communities face. Dragon 
had never left Francois’ side and Francois has done all he 
could to ensure that Dragon was well cared for. There is no 
doubt that when there was insufficient food for two, Dragon 
was the one who got the meal.

Dragon had also been neutered and he was in excellent 
health - there was no doubt that these two shared a bond 
that could never be broken. We all know the “empty leash” 
feeling we get when we’re left holding the leash after 
we’ve had to say goodbye to a furry best friend and so we 
understood Francois ’pain as he said goodbye to Dragon. 
He stood awkwardly holding his leash while we loaded 
Dragon into our vehicle. His heart must’ve been breaking but 
Francois put on a brave, reassuring smile for Dragon as we 
drove away. We made sure that these two met again, it was 
not a goodbye for them - just see you soon my old friend.

The SPCA worked closely with The City of Cape Town during 
this heart-breaking time and we were honoured to take in 
and care for the much-loved companions of the homeless 
community. All dogs were microchipped to facilitate their 
return to their owners and while we shared the heartache of 
all the owners who had to place their companions into our 
care, we also shared in the joy of many happy reunions in 
the months that followed.

LOCKDOWN 
SEPARATED 
US ALL 
FROM THOSE 
WE LOVE

The SPCA at the site where the homeless community where 
collected to be transported to temporary shelters

Francois watching us drive away with his best friend Dragon

Dragon with Inspector Theo Arendolf at the SPCA

Reunifications were so touching to witness
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The Cape of Good Hope SPCA’s Wildlife 
Department regularly responds to calls about 
seals on beaches, especially during the months 
of October through to January. Most commonly, 
it is the Cape Fur Seal (Arctocephalus pusillus 
pusillus) that is encountered on our beaches. 
The Cape Fur Seal is endemic to South Africa 
and is the only seal species that breed here. We 
are however on rare occasions privileged to be 
visited by Elephant Seals and Subantarctic fur 
seals. The Cape Fur Seal is the largest fur seal 
species. The bulls can grow up to 2.5m in length 
and weigh between 200-350kg and the cows are 
smaller at about 1.5m and 40-80kg.

During October the bull seals come ashore 
and there may typically be territorial battles. 
The pregnant cow seals arrive in November to 
early December and a single black seal pup is 
born, which is suckled for a year. This is why it is 
normal to see seals on the beaches from October 
to January every year.

During this period in 2019, the SPCA responded 
to 119 seal related calls. This year to date, we 
have responded to 37 seal calls with the peak of 
the season still ahead of us. The most common 
calls that we receive relate to; injured seals, 
resting seals, seal pups and entangled seals.

It is quite normal for a seal to be on the beach as 
they are semi-aquatic mammals, meaning they 
often spend a portion of each day on land for 
a variety of reasons: to rest, give, birth, moult, 
breed etc. They hunt in the ocean and spend 
hours on dry land to bask in the sun. Newborn 
pups are black and after about 3-5 months they 
change to an olive-grey colour. After a year, after 
being weaned, their coats turn silver-grey, and 
the seals are now commonly called “yearlings”. 
We often receive calls from animal lovers who are 
concerned for the well-being of these yearlings 
when in fact, they are in good health and merely 
resting on the beach.

What to do when you see a seal on the beach

1. If the seal is responsive (barks or lifts its
head on your approach), is moving and
opening its eyes, it is likely resting and
basking in the sun. Generally resting seals,
will tuck their flippers inwards. If the seal is
injured or appears to be convulsing, please
call us immediately. If you can take photos
or video footage, this will be very helpful
in enabling us to determine the urgency
needed in our response.

SAVING SEALS

2. Do not pour water over the seal or try to
chase them back into the water.

3. Keep dogs away from them

4. Don’t get too close, seals can be aggressive
and give a nasty bite.

Entangled seals

Unfortunately, many of the calls we receive are 
about seals that have straps or nooses cutting 
into their necks. These injuries are caused by 
seals swimming through looped fishing line or 
packaging twine, which has found its way into 
the water as a result of human negligence. These 
seals are most often found in the harbours and it 
can be difficult to help them as they head for the 
water where we are unable to reach them as soon 
as we get too close.

We work very closely with the City of Cape Town, 
Two Oceans Aquarium and the Department of 
Environment, Forestry and Fisheries with regards 
to all seal matters. If you see a seal in distress, 
please call us on 0217004158/9 or 0833261604. 
Remember to take a video or a photo if you can as 
they help us to make an initial assessment.

SLINK DESIGN

Inspector Minette 
Pieterse monitoring 
seals in the harbour

A cape fur seal with a 
strangulating entanglement

Stacey Le Roux, founder of  
Slink Design, is passionate  
about all things creative, especially 
clean, purposeful design. She 
founded Slink Design in 2019 – an 
extension on her personal brand. 
What began as only a graphic design 
service has now expanded into an 
e-learning hub whereby she delivers
online training material to clients
locally, as well as internationally.

Through Stacey’s vision to build a 
South African one-stop shop – the 
reliability and convenience that 
clients require from their providers, 
Slink Design now offers WordPress 
website development and hosting; 
e-learning development with LMS
deployment and hosting, within the
corporate and education sectors,
along with print and digital design
services.
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Let your 

legacy 

be their 

protection

Become an Animal Guardian and help protect                          
animals with a gift in your Will.

To find out more about remembering animals in your Will,                                     
please visit capespca.co.za/leave-a-legacy/

or contact Joette Emerton on 021 700 4150 

or legacy@capespca.co.za to request a free information booklet.0
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